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In re Application of

Steven Christensen

Serial No 08/821004

Filing Date March 20 1997

For METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
DISPLAYING AND ACCESSING

CONTROL AND STATUS

INFORMATION IN COMPUTER
SYSTEM

Assistant Commissioner for Patents

Washington D.C 20231

Sir

In response to the Final Office Action mailed August 14 1997

Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to enter the following

amendments and consider the following remarks
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Date
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THE CLAIMS

1. Twice Amended An interactive
conftuter.-controlled

display

system comprising

processor

data display screen coupled to the
proc/ssor

cursor control device coupled to
saidkrocessor

for positioning

cursor on said data display screen

window generation and control
logic

coupled to the processor and

data display screen to create an operatinjenvironment for plurality of

individual programming modules
asso/iated

with different programs that

provide status and control
functions/rherein

the window generation and

control logic generates and
displays/

first window
region having plurality

of display areas on said data displ screen wherein each of the plurality of

display areas is associated with
7ite

of the plurality of individual

programming modules

an indicia generation l24ic
coupled to the data display screen to execute

at least one of the
plurality/f

individual programming modules to generate

information for display in/ne
of the plurality of display areas in the first

window region whereir/at
least one of the plurality of display areas and its

associated programmi/g
module is sensitive to user input and further

wherein the
window/generation

and control logic and the indicia generation

logic use message-/ased communication to exchange information to

coordinate
activi/es

of the indicia generation logic to enable interactive

display activity.

11. Twice Amended An inactive computer-controlled display

system comprising
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processor

data display screen coupled to the
processor/

cursor control device coupled to said prossor for positioning

cursor on said data display screen

window generation and control logic c$p1ed to the
processor

and data

display screen to create an operating enviro/ment
for plurality of

individual programming modules
assQciAd

witltdifferent programp that

provide status and control functions w/erein the window generation and

control logic generates and displays a/irst
window region having plurality

of display areas on said data
display/screen

wherein each of the plurality of

display areas is associated with o$ of the plurality of individual

programming modules

at least one indicia
grapfiics generation logic coupled to the processor

and the window generation /nd control logic wherein said at least one

graphics generation/logic generates user sensitive graphics for display

hi at least one data
displa/

area by executing at least one of the plurality of

individual programmi4 modules

wherein the wi/dow generation and control logic determines when

said at least one
data/display

area has been selected by the user and signals said

at least one
indiciaAraphics generation logic in

response to user selection and

further wherein Aid at least one indicia graphics generation logic initiates

response from yid at least one of the plurality of programming modules

mprg for generating control information
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creating an operating environment
fo/PluralitY

of individual

programming modules associated with diff rent programs that provide status

and control functions

generating
first window sized

t7taccommodate plurality of display

areas for indicia resulting from
executi/g

at least one of the plurality of

individual programming modules wcerein
each of the plurality of display

areas is associated with one of the
/lurality

of individual programming

modules

displaying the indicia in
e/ch

of said plurality of display areas by

executing one of plurality 71
individual programming modules

corresponding to each
indic$

selecting one of the/dicia wherein the step of selecting comprises

first programming mothje determining which of said plurality of display

areas is selected and sding message to programming module of said

plurality of
individ9l programming modules responsible for generating

display of
selecte/

indicia

said
progr/mming

module performing function in response to

selection
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REMARKS

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of this application as

amended. Claims 1-24 remain in the application. No claims have been

canceled. Applicant respectfully submits that the above amendments place

the case in better position to be allowed. Furthermore good and sufficient

reasons exist why the below arguments were not presented earlier. Applicant

requests entry
of the amendments and their consideration.

Claim as amended claims

window generation and control logic coupled to the

processor
and data display screen to create an operating

environment for plurality of individual programming
modules associated with different programs that provide status

and control functions wherein the window generation and

control logic generates
and displays first window region having

plurality of display areas on said data display screen wherein

each of the plurality of display areas is associated with one of the

plurality of individual programming modules.

emphasis added.

Thus Applicant claims individual programming modules associated

with different programs which are defined in the specification as collection

of individual modules that provide status and control functions.

Specification pg. 18 lines 3-5. The control strip functions in one

embodiment includes network switch that shows whether network

connection for the computer system. is on or off and lets the user turn the

network connection on or off. The control strip may also include battery

monitor that displays the status of the battery or batteries. Another control

strip module displays the state of File Sharing that may be currently employed

on the computer system. The control strip of the present invention may also

provide module to allow the intemal hard disk power to be turned off. The

control strip may also provide power settings that allow the users to select
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between maximum battery conservation or maximum computer

performance Other modules for example may provide time and/or date

information may list currently running programming applications may

indicate the amount of available memory may control CD drive may

provide access to audio controls and status information Specification pg

18-19

Cohausz according to the Examiner teaches individual programming

modules at bridging paragraph of pp 2-3 where it states The problem under

consideration is solved according to the invention in that the oblong field

comprises plurality of individual fields which are adjacent to one another

each of which constitutes an operating field or control button which upon

being activated branches into the associated program area or executes the

associated program function with the indicator field or the cursor always

being located on the individual field in whose associated prgram

area/program function the user is currently located emphasis added

Cohausz refers to fields corresponding to program areas/functions within

single program Generally Cohausz refers to individual fields together

forming status indicator the individual fields representing portions of the

individual program text or information i.e sections paragraphs chapters

or segments of information Cohausz pg lines 8-12

Thus it is clear from Cohausz that there are no invidul

programming modules associated with different programs as claimed in the

present invention but rather single program which can be accessed at

different locations through the use of this indicator Therefore Cohausz does

not teach the individual programming modules associated with different

programs as claimed in Claim of the present invention Therefore Claim

of the present invention is not anticipated by or obvious over Cohausz
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Independent Claims 11 and 15 similarly claim individual

programming modules associated with different programs. and are therefore

not anticipated by or obvious over Cohausz.

Applicant respectfully requests allowance of claims 1-24. If any

obstacles remain to such allowance Applicant respectfully requests that the

Examiner contact the undersigned by telephone.

Please charge any shortages or credit any overages to Deposit Account

No. 02-2666.

Respectfully submitted

BLAKELY SOKOLOFF TAYLOR ZAFMAN LLP

Dated i//ti 1997 _______________________________
Jith A. Szepesi

Registration No. 39393

12400 Wilshire Blvd.

Seventh Floor

Los Angeles CA 90025-1026

408 720-8598
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Atty. Patent

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of

Steven W. Christensen

Serial No. 08/821004 Examiner Dela Torre C.

Filed March 20 1997 Art Unit 2415

For METHOD AND APPARATUS
FOR DISPLAYING AND
ACCESSING CONTROL AND
STATUS INFORMATION IN

COMPUTER SYSTEM

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION\

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

WASHINGTON D.C. 20231

Sir

referenced application as follows

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE OF MAiLING

In response to the Office Action mailed March 25 1998 please amend the above-

thereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail

with sufficient postage in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents Washington D.C.

20231
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Date of Deposit
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Signature
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IN THE CLAIMS

Please amend the claims as follows

Three Times Amended An interactive computer-controlled display

system cŁtprising

aprossor

data
dhplay screen coupled to the processor

cursor ctrol device coupled to said processor for positioning cursor on

said data display scen

window
gene\tion

and control logic coupled to the
processor

and data

display screen to create\n operating environment for plurality of individual

programming modules
ass\ciated

with different application programs that provide

status andJQr control
functio\s

wherein the window generation and control logic

generates and displays first %dow region having plurality of display areas on

said data display screen whereint1e
first window region is independent of any

application programS and wherein eçh of the plurality of display areas is associated

with one of the plurality of
individua\programming modules

an indicia generation logic coupleào the data display screen to execute at

least one of the plurality of individual prokamming modules to generate

information for display in one of the
pluralit\of display areas in the first window

region wherein at least one of the plurality of iplay areas and its associated

programming module is sensitive to user input\nd further wherein the window

generation and control logic and the indicia generan logic use message-based

communication to exchange information to
coordinah\activities

of the indicia

generation logic to enable interactive display activity ________________
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system

data
aaiay screen coupled to the processor

cursor
co\trol

device coupled to said processor for positioning cursor on

said data display scn
window genera\on

and control logic coupled to the
processor

and data

display screen to
create\n operating environment for plurality of individual

programming modules
ass\ciated

with different application programs that provide

status andL control
functiçs

wherein the window generation and control logic

generates and displays first s$dow region having plurality of display areas on

said data display screen
whereii\the

first window region is independent of any

application program and
wherein\ach

of the
plurality

of display areas is associated

with one of the plurality of
individal programming modules

at least one indicia graphics gen\ration logic coupled to the processor and the

window generation and control logic wherein
said at least one indicia graphics

generation logic generates user sensitive gphics for display in at least one data

display area by executing at least one of the
urality

of individual programming

modules

wherein the window generation and
cont\l logic determines when said at

least one data display area has been selected by the\ser
and signals said at least one

indicia graphics generation logic in response to
user\election

and further wherein

said at least one indicia graphics generation logic initiaIss response from said at

least one of the plurality of programming modules.
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Three Times Amended method for generating control

comprising the steps of

an operating environment for plurality of individual

programming odules associated with different application programs that provide

status andLQ co\rol functions

generating hçst
window sized to accommodate plurality of display areas

for indicia resulting frt executing at least one of the plurality of individual

programming modules 4erein each of the plurality of display areas is associated

with one of the plurality oNdividual programming modules and wherein the

first window is independent o\ny application prqgram

displaying the indicia in ea of said plurality of display areas by executing

one of plurality of individual proamming modules corresponding to each

indicia

selecting one of the indicia whereà\the step of selecting comprises first

programming module determining which
oh\aid plurality of display areas is

selected and sending message to programm\g module of said plurality of

individual programming modules responsible foçenerating display of selected

indicia

said programming module performing functi\in response to selection

Please add the following claims

25 New system comprising

window generation
and control logic to create an operating environment

for plurality of individual programming modules associated with different

application programs that provide status and/or control functions wherein the

31
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window generation and control logic generates and displays first window region

having plurality of display areas wherein the first window region is independent

of any application program and wherein each of the plurality of display areas is

associated with one of the plurality of individual programming modules

an indicia generation logic coupled to the data display screen to execute at

least one of the plurality of individual programming modules to generate

information for display in one of the plurality of display areas in the first window

region wherein at least one of the plurality of display areas and its associated

programming module is sensitive to user input and further wherein the window

generation and control logic and the indicia generation logic use message-based

communication to exchange information to coordinate activities of the indicia

generation logic to enable interactive display activity.

New system comprising

wiQw region independent of any application program the window

region having hQractive display areas

each of pluty of the display areas associated with one of plurality of

individual programmIh modules

wherein at least
on\of

the individual programming modules is executable to

generate information for disp\
in the plurality of display areas and wherein at

least one of the display areas sen\tive to user input.

002FH257

--

27. New The system of

at bottom of display screen.

26 wherein the window region is displayed

-5- 004860.P1365C2
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2\ New The system of claim 26 wherein one of the display areas

displays st tus information

29 Ne The system of Claim 26 wherein one of the display areas

control information

30 New The sy em of claim 26 wherein the window region is always

displayed on top of other win ws

if 31 New The system of ci 26 wherein the window region is

resizeable control strip such that the win ow region is displayed but none of the

display areas are shown when the window on is closed some of the display areas

are displayed when the window region is partia open and all of the display areas

are displayed when the window region is complet open
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REMARKS

The foregoing amendments and the following remarks are responsive to the

Office Action mailed March 25 1998 Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration

of the present application Claims 1-24 remain in the application Claims 11 and

15 have been amended New claims 25-31 have been added

The Examiner rejected claims 1-3 and 8-24 under 35 U.S.C 103a as being

unpatentable over Cohausz EPO Patent No 584 392 Al based upon the English

translation in view of Foster et U.S Patent No 5588105

The Examiner further rejected Claims 4-7 under 35 U.S.C 103a as being

unpatentable over Cohausz EPO Patent No 584 392 Al based upon the English

translation and Foster et al U.S Patent No 5588105 and further in view of Mills et

al U.S Patent No 5202961

Cohausz according to the Examiner teaches individual programming

modules at bridging paragraph of pp 2-3 where Cohausz states

The problem under consideration is solved according to the

invention in that the oblong field comprises_pluralitv of individual

fleith which are adjacent to one another each of which constitutes an

operating field or control button which upon being activated

branches into thaassociated program area or executes the associated

program function with the indicator field or the cursor alwqs being

located on the individual field in whose associated program
area /pmgram ii.tnction the user is currently located

It is clear from Cohausz that there are no individual programming modules

associated with different application programs but rather single program which

can be accessed at different locations through the use of this indicator Therefore

Cohausz does not teach the individual programming modules associated with

different programs as claimed in Claim of the present invention Foster does not

remedy this failing of Cohausz Foster teaches status bar for application windows

Specifically Foster teaches
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status bar which is attached to open application windows.

Since the status bar is attached directly to the application window there

is no ambiguity as to which window that status bar controls.

Foster Summary Column lines 54-57.

Foster further notes that in order to generate his status bar the process

initially starts new application program and then couples the status bar to the

application program window. Column lines 32-40. Foster further teaches that

the icons on the status bar relate to actions within the application window. Thus

for example Foster teaches notepad which has status bar including items such as

view button font button nib button close button etc. In addition to these specific

buttons that are associated with the application global clock button is also taught

by Foster to display the current time.

Foster teaches buttons 60 and 62 are examples of active areas which provide

indirect control over the notepad function. Thus the buttons on the status bar of

Foster provide indirect control over functions of single application program.

Claim on the other hand claims

window generation and control logic coupled to the processor

and data display screen to create an operating environment for

plurality of individual programming modules associated with different

application programs that provide status and/or control functions

wherein the window generation and control logic generates and

displays first window region having plurality of display areas on

said data diplay screen wherein the first window region is

independent of any applicatioa prograntand wherein each of the

plurality of display areas is associated with one ofthe plurality of

individual programming nodules

Claim as amended. Neither Cohausz nor Foster teach or suggest the

plurality of display areas associated with individual programming modules. Rather

Cohausz display areas are associated with different locations of the application

program and Fosters display areas are associated with functions of the application

program. Therefore Claim is not obvious over Cohausz in view of Foster.
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Furthermore Claim as amended claims indicia generation logic that uses

message-based communication This is defined in the specification as passing

information to the module to either tell it what to do or to obtain information about

the module and its capabilities Specification pg 32 lines 5-7

According to the Examiner Cohausz teaches message based communication at

second paragraph where it states The status indicator thus has the double

function of operation like menu and of displaying exactly where in the program or

in the body of information the operator or user is located The Examiner interprets

operating like menu as telling the module what to do The Examiner also

interprets the phrase where user is located as obtaining information about the

module -- i.e location of the user in the program

Applicant respectfully suggests that the Examiner misuriderstands the

meaning of the term menu as used in Cohausz Specifically the term menu in

Cohausz refers to table of contents rather than to communication with module

This is clarified on pg of Cohausz where it states that the oblong status indicator

can represent menu in which the individual fields represent menu points or

menu subjects No indication is found that this relates to communication with

programming module The sentence above this one clarifies that the individual

fiends are control panels or control buttons which when activated clicked on lead

to the respective program area text or information segment This is the

functionality of the indicator of Cohausz

It is the Applicants understanding that the interpretation that the indicator

obtains information about the module is not supported by the reference Cohausz

refers to displaying where the user is located i.e actual location within document

Along the oblong field square or other indicator is located at the same location as

the cursor can be found in the text This is similar to the scroll bar of most word
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processors.
The difference is that the scroll bar of Cohausz is divided into

subsections indicating defined program area or program function. There is no

indication of that the oblong field obtains information about module.

In fact Cohausz does not teach or suggest any communication between the

indicator and anything else. Thus Cohausz does not teach message based

communication as claimed in Claim 1. Foster does not remedy this failing of

Cohausz. Foster controls functions of an application program and may display

clock and does not teach or suggest message based communication. Therefore

Claim is not obvious over Cohausz in view of Foster.

Furthermore Claim claims the first window region independent of any

application program. Examiner noted that Cohausz does not teach status bar with

plurality of individual programming module associated with different programs.

Examiner references Foster characterizing the status bar of Foster as being associated

with different programs.

Foster teaches status bar for application windows. Specifically Foster

teaches

status bar which is attached to open application windows.

Since the status bar is attached directly to the application window there

is no ambiguity as to which window that status bar controls.

Foster Summary Column lines 54-57.

Foster further notes that in order to generate his status bar the process

initially starts new application program and then couples the status bar to the

application program window. Column lines 32-40. Foster further teaches that

the icons on the status bar relate to actions within the application window. Thus

for example Foster teaches notepad which has status bar including items such as

view button font button nib button close button etc. In addition to these specific
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buttons that are associated with the application global clock button is also taught

by Foster to display the current time

However Claim as amended claims

window generation and control logic coupled to the
processor

and data display screen to create an operating environment for

plurality of individual programming modules associated with different

application programs that provide status and/or control functions

wherein the window generation and control logic generates and

displays first window region having plurality of display areas on

said data display screen wherein the first window region is

independent of any application program and wherein each of the

phirality of display areas is associated with one of the plurality of

individual programming modules

Claim as amended emphasis added Neither Foster nor Cohausz teach

or suggest plurality of display areas independent of any application program and

associated with plurality of individual programming modules Cohausz teaches

status bar for controlling display within an application program Similarly Foster

teaches status bar associated with an application program and used to control

actions within the application program Claim on the other hand claims an

independent window region not associated with any application programs

Therefore Claim is not obvious over Cohausz in view of Foster

Similarly independent claims 11 15 25 and 26 claim plurality of display

areas independent of any application program and associated with plurality of

individual programming modules Therefore for the same reasons advanced

above with respect to Claim claims 11 15 25 and 26 are not obvious over Cohausz

in view of Foster

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks applicant respectfully submits

that all pending claims are in condition for allowance Such allowance is respectfully

requested
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If the Examiner finds any remaining impediment to the prompt allowance of these

claims that could be clarified with telephone conference the Examiner is respectfully

requested to contact Judith Szepesi at 408 720-8598

Authorization is hereby given to charge our Deposit Account No 02-2666 for any

charges that may be due

Respectfully submitted

BLAKELY SOKOLOFF TAYLOR ZAFMAN LLP

Dated __________ 1998 aa_ti
6ldith Szepesi

Registration No 39393

12400 Wilshire Boulevard

Seventh Floor

Los Angeles CA 90025-1026

408 720-8598
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