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A mother appeals an order adjudicating her children dependent. She
argues the evidence was insufficient to establish either neglect or
abandonment of the children. The Department of Children and Families
[DCF] agrees. We reverse.

The DCEF received an abuse report alleging that the mother abandoned
her three children for three weeks and no one was able to contact her.
During that time, the children resided with their maternal great-
grandmother. The children were ordered into shelter care, but were not
removed from the great-grandmother’s home.

Approximately four months later, the trial court conducted an
adjudicatory hearing. At the hearing, the mother, the child protective
investigator, and a child advocate testified. The mother testified that she
visited the children every week for three to four hours, had provided
between $200 and $400 for their care, and intermittently had provided
them with clothing. She explained that the investigator’s inability to
contact her resulted from someone giving the investigator an outdated
phone number for her.

The child protective investigator testified that “to the best of her
knowledge,” the mother did not provide for her children during the initial
three-week period and the investigator had been unable contact the
mother. The child advocate testified the mother had regular contact with
the children, but agreed that she did not provide sufficient financial
support.



The trial court adjudicated the children dependent. The mother
appealed the order.

On appeal, the mother argues that the DCF failed to present
witnesses with firsthand knowledge of the allegations to support a
finding of dependency based upon abandonment under section 39.01(1),
Florida Statutes, or neglect under section 39.01(43), Florida Statutes.
The only direct testimony came from the mother. The only substantive
evidence presented by the DCF was uncorroborated hearsay evidence of
an anonymous abuse report stating that the children had been
abandoned at the great-grandmother’s home.

A finding of dependency based upon an uncorroborated report and
hearsay evidence is insufficient to support an adjudication of
dependency. See § 39.507(1)(b), Fla. Stat. Absent the hearsay

testimony, there was no evidence of abandonment or neglect. The DCF
agrees.

We therefore reverse the adjudication of dependency and remand the
case to the trial for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.

Reversed and Remanded.
WARNER and DAMOORGIAN, JJ., concur.
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