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SLEET, Judge. 
 
 C.S., the natural mother of D.S. and G.S., appeals an order denying her 

motion to vacate an order closing the case and terminating the court's jurisdiction over 

the case.  The proceeding that led to the entry of the order closing the case had been 

entered on the court's "own motion" without proper notice to the mother, and the order 

was entered over objection by the Department of Children and Families and the mother.  

In light of the Department's concession of error in this case, we decline to discuss all of 

the proceedings below.  We observe only that prior to entering the order closing the 

case, the trial court had orally adjudicated the children dependent, but it had failed to 

enter a written order adjudicating the children dependent and it had failed to conduct a 

disposition hearing.  The Department concedes that, under the facts in this case, the 

trial court was required to conduct a disposition hearing under section 39.521, Florida 

Statutes (2015), before closing the case and terminating jurisdiction.  Accordingly, we 

reverse and remand for the trial court1 to enter a written order adjudicating the children 

dependent, hold a properly noticed disposition hearing, and enter a disposition order.  

The children shall remain in their current placement pending the entry of a disposition 

order.   

 Reversed and remanded. 
 
 
NORTHCUTT and KHOUZAM, JJ., Concur. 

                                            
 1A successor judge has been appointed to handle the case. 


