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 VME Group International, LLC files a petition for writ of prohibition, seeking 

review of the trial court’s order denying VME’s motion for disqualification of the 

trial judge.   

 The petition is based upon documented activity occurring in August of 2018. 

The motion to disqualify was filed in September of 2020.  Neither the motion nor its 

attachments contain any averment or allegation regarding when these facts were 

discovered, nor any averment or allegation (save for a conclusory statement) that the 

motion was filed in a timely manner.  See Fla. R. Jud. Admin. 2.330(e) (providing: 

“A motion to disqualify shall be filed within a reasonable time not to exceed 10 days 

after discovery of the facts constituting the grounds for the motion . . . ”).  See State 

v. Oliu, 183 So. 3d 1161, 1163 (Fla. 3d DCA 2016) (stating: “While these allegations 

give rise to an objectively reasonable fear of bias or prejudice requiring 

disqualification of the trial judge, we are compelled to deny the petition for writ of 

prohibition because the motion to disqualify the trial judge was not timely filed.”)      

 Although we are compelled to deny the petition, we note that the Florida Rules 

of Judicial Administration permit a judge to enter an order of disqualification on her 

own initiative.  See Fla. R. Jud. Admin. 2.330(i) (providing: “Judge’s Initiative. 

Nothing in this rule limits the judge’s authority to enter an order of disqualification 

on the judge’s own initiative”); Oliu, 183 So. 3d 1163.  

 Petition denied.  


