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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 3-336 / 02-1760
Filed August 27, 2003

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF MARTHA J. RANK and RANDY L. RANK
Upon the Petition of

MARTHA J. RANK,


Petitioner-Appellee,

And Concerning

RANDY L. RANK,


Respondent-Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Mahaska County, E. Richard Meadows, Jr., Judge.


Randy Rank appeals from the alimony provisions of the decree dissolving his marriage to Martha Rank.  AFFIRMED.

Garold Heslinga of Heslinga, Heslinga, Dixon & Moore, Oskaloosa, for appellant.


Randall Stravers of Clements, Pothoven, Stravers & Yates, Oskaloosa, for appellee.

Considered by Zimmer, P.J., and Hecht and Eisenhauer, JJ.

HECHT, J.

Randy and Martha Rank married in 1984 after signing an antenuptial agreement.  The agreement, prepared by Randy and executed by the parties without disclosure of Randy’s assets, provided that the parties would “hold and control” their assets “as if unmarried.”   Before the marriage Martha graduated high school, completed a nine-month secretarial course at AIB, and was employed in a clerical position for fourteen years at Equitable Life in Des Moines.  After her marriage to Randy, Martha quit her job to move to Oskaloosa and lived with Randy on his farm.  


After farming for several years, Randy retired and sold the farm.  The couple then lived off their respective investment incomes.  During most of the marriage, Martha did not work outside the home because Randy preferred she not do so.  Martha did take on part-time employment for approximately three years in the late 1990’s when her investment income was insufficient to cover her share of the family expenses.   


In 2002, Martha filed for divorce.  After a trial, the district court entered its decree of dissolution of marriage awarding spousal support to Martha in the amount of $600.00 a month for two years and $300.00 a month for one year.  Randy appeals, alleging this award is inequitable.


Our review is de novo.  Iowa R. App. P. 6.4.  When reviewing an award of alimony, we accord the district court considerable latitude in making this determination and will disturb the ruling only when there has been a failure to do equity.  In re Marriage of Spiegel, 553 N.W.2d 309, 319 (Iowa 1996).


Randy contends there are no facts in the record to support an award of traditional, reimbursement, or rehabilitative alimony in this case.  He notes the parties kept their property separate during the marriage pursuant to their ante-nuptial agreement.  Moreover, Randy emphasizes that the parties consistently segregated their assets and expenses throughout the marriage such that the district court’s award of alimony violates the spirit of the agreement.  We, however, note that Martha did live rent-free in Randy’s house for eighteen years.  This is clearly a form of support which is unavailable to Martha now that the marriage is dissolved. 


After a de novo review of the record, we conclude the award of alimony to Martha is equitable.  Randy and Martha were married for eighteen years, during which time Martha was not regularly employed outside the home at Randy’s request. We conclude the modest amount of rehabilitative alimony during a limited term ordered by the district court is consistent with Randy’s ability to pay and necessary to allow Martha to update her clerical and computer skills.  Although Martha offered no testimony outlining a specific plan to pursue further training, we conclude the record is adequate to establish the inadequacy of her current skills and the resulting need for further education in furtherance of restored economic self-sufficiency.   


AFFIRMED. 

