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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 3-816 / 03-1289

Filed November 17, 2003

IN THE INTEREST OF J.A.S., 

Minor Child,

A.R.S., Mother,


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Johnson County, Stephen C. Gerard, District Associate Judge.


A.R.S. appeals from the termination of her parental rights to J.A.S.  AFFIRMED.


Amy Evenson, Iowa City, for appellant.


Sue Kirk, Iowa City, for father.


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Tabitha Gardner, Assistant Attorney General, J. Patrick White, County Attorney, and Deborah Minot, Assistant County Attorney, for appellee-State.


L. Jay Stein, Iowa City, for minor child.


Considered by Sackett, C.J., and Mahan and Eisenhauer, JJ.

MAHAN, J.

Allison and Paul are the biological parents of Zachary, born December 7, 2001, and Jeremy, born October 31, 2002.  Jeremy was voluntarily placed in the care and custody of the Department of Human Services on November 1, 2002.  Currently, he resides in a pre-adoptive home with Zachary.  The juvenile court terminated the parents’ rights to Zachary in December 2002.  The parents did not appeal that decision.  The court terminated the parents’ rights to Jeremy in July 2003 pursuant to Iowa Code sections 232.116(1)(g) and (h) (2003).  Allison appeals.


I.
The scope of review in termination cases is de novo.  In re C.B., 611 N.W.2d 489, 492 (Iowa 2000).  The grounds for termination must be proven by clear and convincing evidence.  In re T.B., 604 N.W.2d 660, 661 (Iowa 2000).


II.
Allison argues the district court erred when it concluded she lacked the ability or willingness to respond to services, which is an element of section 232.116(1)(g).  We disagree.  Although the State has provided numerous services to Allison she continues to struggle with meeting her own basic needs.  She has been unable to maintain housing or meet minimal standards of cleanliness.  Lynn Sigler, Child Protective Services worker, testified that despite the services offered the issues of financial distress, housing, personal hygiene, and lack of supervision continue to exist.  Jeremy needs a stable environment and structure.  He should not be forced to endlessly await the maturity of the natural parent.  In re C.K., 558 N.W.2d 170, 175 (Iowa 1997).  In addition, Allison does not contest her termination under section 232.116(1)(h).  


Accordingly, we affirm the decision of the district court.


AFFIRMED.







