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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 3-877 / 03-1671

Filed November 26, 2003

IN THE INTEREST OF E.W.,

Minor Child,

J.W., Father,


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Woodbury County, Mary Jane Sokolovske, Judge.


J.W. appeals from the termination of his parental rights to his minor child.  AFFIRMED.

Patrick Parry of Forker & Parry, Sioux City, for appellant.


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Tabitha Gardner, Assistant Attorney General, Thomas S. Mullin, County Attorney, and Cindy Weber-Blair, Assistant County Attorney, for appellee-State.


Elizabeth Rosenbaum, Sioux City, guardian ad litem for mother.


John Polifka of the Juvenile Law Center, Sioux City, guardian ad litem for minor child.


Considered by Huitink, P.J., and Zimmer and Miller, JJ.

HUITINK, P.J.

I.
Background Facts & Proceedings

John and Collette are the parents of Ethan, born in March 2003.  Ethan was removed from his parents’ care immediately after his birth.  The parents’ rights to two older children have previously been terminated.  Both parents have a long history of mental health problems.  John is a convicted sexual offender
 who has been diagnosed with pedophilia, exhibitionism, and depression.  Ethan was adjudicated to be a child in need of assistance pursuant to Iowa Code sections 232.2(6)(b), (c)(2), (d), and (n) (2003).


In May 2003 the State filed a petition seeking termination of the parental rights of John and Collette.  The juvenile court terminated the parents’ rights under sections 232.116(1)(g) and (k).  The court found, “John is a registered sex offender, he has never successfully completed treatment to address his sexual predator issues, and he has never completed treatment for his anger management issues.”  The court concluded John was not capable of caring for a child.  John appeals.


II.
Standard of Review

The scope of review in termination cases is de novo.  In re C.B., 611 N.W.2d 489, 492 (Iowa 2000).  The grounds for termination must be proven by clear and convincing evidence.  In re T.B., 604 N.W.2d 660, 661 (Iowa 2000).


III.
Sufficiency of the Evidence

John claims the State did not present sufficient evidence to justify termination of his parental rights.  He points out that his sex offender status was recently downgraded from a high risk to reoffend to a moderate risk to reoffend.  John believes he could correct his situation if he had six more months to address his problems.


We find there is clear and convincing evidence in the record to support the juvenile court’s decision to terminate John’s parental rights.  John needs to address issues regarding his sexual compulsive behaviors, mental health, anger management, and parenting skills.  John has not been successful in addressing his problems up until this time, although his rights to two other children were terminated.  We determine it is unlikely the situation will improve in six more months.


IV.
Best Interests

John claims termination of his parental rights is not in Ethan’s best interests.  In looking at a child’s best interests, we consider the child’s long-range, as well as immediate, interests.  In re C.K., 558 N.W.2d 170, 172 (Iowa 1997).  We find termination is in Ethan’s best interests.  John still presents a serious risk of sexually abusing a minor child.


We affirm the decision of the juvenile court.


AFFIRMED.






�   John was convicted of indecent contact with a child in 1996.  As a term of his probation he was ordered not to have any contact with minor children.





