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IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF IOWA

No. 5-553 / 05-0929 

Filed August 17, 2005

IN THE INTEREST OF E.L.R., Minor Child,

J.R., Mother,


Appellant.


Appeal from the Iowa District Court for Woodbury County, Mary Jane Sokolovske, Judge.  


A mother appeals from the order terminating her parental rights to a daughter.  AFFIRMED.  


Lori Ubbinga, Sioux City, for appellant-mother.


Thomas J. Miller, Attorney General, Kathrine S. Miller-Todd, Assistant Attorney General, Thomas S. Mullin, County Attorney, and David Dawson, Assistant County Attorney, for appellee.


Marchelle Denker of the Juvenile Law Center, Sioux City, guardian ad litem for minor child.  


Considered by Mahan, P.J., and Hecht and Vaitheswaran, JJ.

HECHT, J. 


Jeannet is the mother of Erica, who was born in December of 2003.  The family first came to the attention of the Iowa Department of Human Services (DHS) in June 2004 when it was reported that their home was extremely filthy, unsafe, and unfit for human habitation.  Erica was later removed from her mother’s care in June of 2004, and placed in foster care.  She was then adjudicated to be a child in need of assistance (CINA) in September of 2004.  Jeannet was thereafter provided services in order to allow her to proceed toward reunification; however, after her home continued to remain uninhabitable and she generally failed to cooperate with service providers, the State filed a petition to terminate her parental rights to Erica in March of 2005.  Following a trial, the court granted the petition and terminated her rights pursuant to Iowa Code sections 232.116(1)(d) and (h) (2005).  Jeannet appeals.


We review termination orders de novo.  In re R.F., 471 N.W.2d 821, 824 (Iowa 1991).  Our primary concern in termination proceedings is the best interests of the child.  In re C.B., 611 N.W.2d 489, 492 (Iowa 2000).  The grounds for termination must be proved by clear and convincing evidence.  In re T.B., 604 N.W.2d 660, 661 (Iowa 2000).


Jeannet’s sole contention on appeal is that the State did not make reasonable efforts toward reunification.  Although Jeannet has failed to establish that this issue has been properly preserved for appellate review, we choose to decide it and conclude the State adequately met its duty to make reasonable efforts.  


Our review of the record reveals that Jeannet was provided a wide array of services intended to address the issues that led to Erica’s removal and to enable her to regain Erica’s custody.  Our review further discloses Jeannet largely failed to take advantage of those services, frequently missing scheduled appointments and failing to request additional or different services.   She was provided in-home skill building and supervision through the Crittenton Parent Survival program.  Providers from that program reported Jeannet was inconsistent and uncooperative with providers who were attempting to view her apartment on a weekly basis.  Dr. Denise Marandola completed a psychological evaluation of Jeannet and recommended that she consult with a doctor regarding depression, anxiety, and psychotic/delusional symptoms.  Jeannet was also offered individual therapy through the Siouxland Mental Health Center, but she was discharged because she failed to “follow through.”  


We conclude the State provided adequate services and made reasonable efforts to reunify Jeannet with her daughter.  Thus, we affirm the termination of Jeannet’s parental rights.


AFFIRMED.  

