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WRIT GRANTED 

  

 Relator filed a petition for trial de novo after the Fifth Justice of the Peace 

Court issued a judgment of eviction on February 11, 2020.  The petition for trial de 

novo was filed with the First Parish Court for the Parish of Jefferson on February 18, 

2020, prior to execution of a writ of possession and within the fifteen day period for 

seeking trial de novo from a justice of the peace ruling. La. C.C.P. art. 4925(A). 

Relator’s application to proceed in forma pauperis was granted by the First Parish 

Court.  Relator now seeks review of the First Parish Court’s requirement that a bond 

in the amount of $764 dollars be paid in order to stay the eviction prior to the new 

trial, which is currently set for March 3, 2020.   

 

 Relator’s February rent was paid prior to the eviction proceedings.  Relator’s 

landlord sought to evict her based on an alleged occupant in violation of the lease 

agreement.  In her petition for trial de novo, Relator requested that the eviction be 

stayed and the new trial granted “conditioned upon petitioner posting her $764 rent 

into the court registry on a monthly basis to be exclusively used as rent payment, 

beginning March, 2020.”   

 

Because the purpose of a bond is to protect the appellee against damages he 

may sustain as a result of the appeal, and because we recognize that the damages 

typically contemplated in cases of eviction are the potential lost rents to the 

landlord while an appeal is pending, 429 Bourbon St., LLC v. RMDR Investments, 

Inc., 16-800 (La. App. 4 Cir. 11/15/17), 230 So.3d 256, 270, writ denied, 17-2054 

(La. 2/2/18), 235 So.3d 1106, we find that, in light of Relator’s pauper status, to 

the extent that the trial court ordered Relator to post $764 immediately into the 

court registry as bond, we find that the trial court abused its discretion.  The 
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landlord is unlikely to sustain any monetary damages while awaiting trial de novo 

in this case because the February rent has been paid, and the Relator has agreed to 

place the March rent into the court registry prior to the trial scheduled on March 3, 

2020.  We find this to be an acceptable alternative.   

 

 Therefore, we vacate the lower court’s ruling, which conditioned the stay of 

the judgement of eviction upon the immediate posting of $764 rent into the registry 

of court, and instead order Relator to pay her rent into the registry of the court 

when it becomes due in March 2020. 

 

Gretna, Louisiana, this 21st day of February, 2020. 
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RAC 

HJL 
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