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WRIT GRANTED 

  

 This matter is before us for the second time on the request of Maurice Honor 

seeking redress from the trial court’s alleged failure to act on his pending application 

for post-conviction relief.  In this application, Mr. Honor requests that a default 

judgment be entered in his favor on his Second or Successive Application for Post-

Conviction Relief (the “April 2024 APCR”),1 which he filed on April 9, 2024 (No. 

                                           
1 Although Mr. Honor has captioned and referred to his APCR as his “second or successive” APCR, 

in reality, the APCR at issue in this matter is Mr. Honor’s third APCR.  Mr. Honor’s first APCR 

(the “First APCR”) was filed on October 19, 2020 and was denied by the district court on 

December 29, 2020.  Following the denial of his First APCR, Mr. Honor, on February 11, 2021, 

filed a Motion for Leave to Supplement his First APCR, which was granted by the district court.  

This “supplement” to Mr. Honor’s first APCR was actually his second APCR because the first had 

already been denied by the district court prior to the filing of the supplement (the “Supplemental 

APCR”). The district court denied the Supplemental APCR by Judgment dated January 9, 2022.  

Prior to the entry of the January 9, 2022 Judgment, however, Mr. Honor had filed an Application 

for Supervisory Writs in this Court (No. 22-KH-35) seeking a writ of mandamus directed to the 

district court, ordering the district court to rule on the Supplemental APCR.  This application was 

denied as moot on March 8, 2022. On April 27, 2022, this Court also denied Mr. Honor’s 

application for supervisory writs (No. 22-KH-96) on the merits of the district court’s denials of his 

First and Supplemental APRCs. Mr. Honor then applied to the Louisiana Supreme Court for 

supervisory writs from the decisions of this Court and the district court (22-KH-00823).  In a per 

curiam opinion, the Louisiana Supreme Court denied writs on September 20, 2022, stating: 
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16-F-7361 on the docket of the 23rd JDC) and/or that this Court hold the district court 

in contempt of this Court’s Order of August 21, 2024 (No. 24-KH-366 on the docket 

of this Court).  We treat this as an application for supervisory writs, which is granted 

for the reasons and as set forth below.  

On April 9, 2024, Mr. Honor purportedly filed the Second APCR in the district 

court. Our review of the district court’s unofficial electronic record reveals that, 

although the April 2024 APCR is listed in the record as having been filed on April 

9, 2024, no pleading actually appears in the unofficial electronic record (or, as 

discussed infra, in the official record, as the district court informed this Court in its 

November 15, 2024 Letter, as hereafter defined).   

On August 12, 2024, Mr. Honor filed an application to this Court seeking a 

writ of mandamus ordering the district court to rule on his April 2024 APCR.  

Attached to Mr. Honor’s August 12, 2021 application was an APCR, which Mr. 

Honor represented to this Court was a copy of his April 2024 APCR that he claimed 

to have filed in the district court.  On August 21, 2024, we granted Mr. Honor’s 

application in Docket No. 24-KH-366 for the limited purpose of ordering the district 

court to rule on Mr. Honor’s April 2024 APCR within thirty (30) days of our order 

and to notify this Court of its ruling within the same time delay (the “August 21, 

2024 Ruling”).  The district court did not rule on Mr. Honor’s April 2024 APCR 

within 30 days pursuant to our August 21, 2024 Ruling. 

Apparently, in compliance with the Louisiana Supreme Court’s per curiam of 

September 20, 2022 -- although belatedly -- the district court, on October 15, 2024, 

filed a minute entry into the record of the 23rd JDC proceedings, denying Mr. 

                                           
  

Applicant’s claims have not been fully litigated in accord with La. C.Cr.P. art. 930, 

and this denial is final…[U]nless he can show that one of the narrow exceptions 

authorizing the filing of a successive application applies, applicant has exhausted 

his right to state collateral review. 
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Honor’s April 2024 APCR on the ground that, as found by the Supreme Court, he 

had exhausted his state post-conviction claims.  Neither this Court nor Mr. Honor 

was served with this minute entry.   

On October 16, 2024, Mr. Honor filed in this Court the instant Motion for 

Default Judgment and/or Contempt of Court, which, as stated above, we are treating 

as an application for supervisory writs (the “Second Application”).  In the Second 

Application, Mr. Honor alleges that the district court failed to comply with this 

Court’s August 21, 2024 Ruling.  

Without our having ruled on Mr. Honor’s Second Application, the district 

court, on November 15, 2024, sent correspondence to this Court (the “November 15, 

2024 Letter”) stating that, although the unofficial electronic records of the 23rd JDC 

reflect that Mr. Honor filed the April 2024 APCR, that pleading does not appear 

either in the unofficial electronic record or the “formal hard file” -- i.e., the official 

record.  The November 15, 2024 Letter further stated that the district court had 

contacted the Clerk of this Court, who had provided the district court a copy of the 

August 12, 2024 Writ of Mandamus filed in this Court, to which a copy of the April 

2024 APRC was attached.  The district court in its letter pointed out that the copy of 

the April 2024 APRC that is attached to the Application for Writ of Mandamus did 

not contain any official filed date stamp by the Clerk of the 23rd JDC.   

In the November 15, 2024 Letter, the district court went on to set out the 

history of Mr. Honor’s case post-conviction. The November 15, 2024 Letter 

concludes by stating that any delays in responding to our August 21, 2024 Ruling 

were the result of there being no official hard copy of the April 2024 APCR in the 

district court’s record, nor any indication that the district court had actually received 

the April 2024 APCR.  Nevertheless, the district court stated that it had reviewed the 

copy of the April 2024 APCR that was attached to the Application for Writ of 

Mandamus (which, as stated, was presented to us by Mr. Honor as the APCR that he 
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had filed on April 9, 2024) and had entered Judgment based on that copy.  A copy 

of the district court’s Judgment, dated November 5, 2024 (the “November 5, 2024 

Judgment”), denying Mr. Honor’s April 2024 APCR, was attached to the November 

15, 2024 Letter.  The district court’s November 5, 2024 Judgment was not separately 

filed into the record in this proceeding; nor is there any indication that Mr. Honor 

was served with the November 5, 2024 Judgment.  The district court’s November 5, 

2024 Judgment was not entered into the district court’s unofficial electronic record 

until January 13, 2025.  

 Against that backdrop, we grant the Second Application and order as follows:   

(1)  We treat the district court’s November 15, 2024 Letter as a per curiam 

and order it filed in this Court’s official record of this matter. 

(2)  The district court shall file the November 15, 2024 letter in its official 

record of this case and shall serve Mr. Honor with a copy of the November 

15, 2024 Letter, together with all attachments, within ten (10) days of this 

writ disposition.  

(3)  The district court’s November 5, 2024 Judgment is VACATED. 

(4)  The Clerk of this Court is ordered to provide the Clerk of the 23rd JDC 

with a copy of the April 2024 APCR which was attached to the Second 

Application filed under Docket No. 24-KH-499 within fifteen (15) days of 

the date of this writ disposition.  Upon receipt of the copy of the April 2024 

APCR from the Clerk of this Court, the Clerk of the 23rd JDC shall file the 

April 2024 APCR into the official record of this matter and shall ensure 

that a copy of the April 2024 APCR also appears in the unofficial 

electronic record of this proceeding and shall notify this Court once the 

April 2024 APCR has been so filed into the district court record. 

(5)  This Court will not entertain any objection from Mr. Honor to the filing 

into the district court record of the copy of the April 2024 APCR, since 
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Mr. Honor has represented to this Court that the copy of the April 2024 

APCR that was attached to his Second Application, and which is being 

filed in the district court record, is the APCR that he purportedly filed in 

the district court on April 9, 2024.  

(6)  Once the April 2024 APCR has been filed into the official and unofficial 

electronic records of the 23rd JDC, as ordered herein, the district court shall 

rule on Mr. Honor’s April 2024 APCR within fifteen (15) days of the entry 

of the April 2024 APCR into the record.  

(7)  The district court shall serve a copy of its ruling on Mr. Honor’s April 

2024 APCR and the reasons therefor on this Court and on Mr. Honor at the 

facility in which he is incarcerated.  

For these reasons, the application is Granted. 

  Gretna, Louisiana, this 17th day of January, 2025. 
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