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SHANEMEDINE

InRe: 

BEFORE: 

ShaneMedine, applyingforsupervisorywrits, 

JudicialDistrictCourt, ParishofAscension, 
30,467 & 30,793. 

McDONALD, CRAIN, & HOLDRIDGE, JJ. 

23rd

Nos. 

WRITDENIED. Relatorappearstoberequestingdocuments

underthePublicRecordsLaw. However, awritapplication
arisinginacriminalproceedingisnottheproperprocedural
vehicletoestablisharighttorecordsunderthePublicRecords

Law, La. R.S. 44:1, etseq. Apersonwhowantstoexamine
publicrecordsmustmaketherequesttothecustodianof

records. SeeLa. R.S. 44:31 & 44:32. Anindividualincustody
aftersentencefollowingafelonyconvictionwhohasexhausted

hisappellateremediesispermittedaccesstopublicrecordsif

therequestislimitedtogroundsuponwhichtheindividual
couldfileforpostconvictionreliefunderLa. CodeCrim. P. 

art. 930.3. La. R.S. 44:31.1. Ifarequestforpublicrecords
isdeniedbythecustodian, beforeseekingrelieffromthis

Court, thepersonmustfirstfileacivilpetitionrequestinga
writofmandamusatthetrialcourtlevel. SeeLa. R.S. 

44:35 (A) . Shouldthepersonprevail, heshouldbepreparedto
paytheregularservicefeesforcopiesofthedocuments. After
thetrialcourtrulesinthecivilproceeding, thepersonmay

seekacivilappealofthetrialcourt'saction, ifhedesires. 
SeeLa. R.S. 44:35(C). SeeStateexrel. McKnightv. State, 98-

2258 (La. App. 1stCir. 12/3/98), 742So.2d894 (percuriam). 
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