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EZELL, JUDGE.

In this matter, Wendell Manuel, d/b/a Jungle Lounge and Restaurant, and B&S

Corner Grocery Store, Inc. (herein after collectively referred to as “the Plaintiffs”),

appeal the decision of the trial court dismissing their claim that bans on certain

practices relating to the wholesale and retail of alcoholic beverages within the State

of Louisiana are unconstitutional violations of the Sherman Act and the Interstate

Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution.  For the following reasons, we

affirm the decision of the trial court.

The Plaintiffs are retailers of alcoholic beverages.  In the trial court below, they

challenged the three-tier system controlling the distribution of alcohol in Louisiana,

alleging that “certain practices” set forth under Louisiana law are unconstitutional.

These practices include: 1) a ban on certain credit sales by a wholesaler to a retailer;

2) a ban on price discounts based upon volume; 3) a “delivered-pricing requirement;”

4) a ban on central warehousing by retailers of alcoholic beverages; 5) a ban on the

provision of distribution services by retailers; 6) a ban on sales or deliveries by a

wholesaler to retailers located outside of the wholesaler’s territory; 7) the ban on

direct shipping to consumers by retailers domiciled inside Louisiana, and 8) the ban

on direct shipping to consumers in prohibition territory by retailers domiciled within

the state of Louisiana.  

The trial court, noting that, if successful, the Plaintiffs’ claims would result in

the functional collapse of the retail and wholesale tiers of Louisiana’s three-tiered

alcoholic beverage distribution system, ruled that the bans were not unconstitutional

and dismissed the Plaintiffs’ claims.  From this decision, the Plaintiffs appeal.

The Plaintiffs assert one assignment of error on appeal, that the trial court erred

in failing to declare the “challenged practices” unconstitutional.  We find this claim

to be devoid of merit.
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In the case sub judice, the trial court set forth extensive and well-reasoned

written reasons for its judgment into the record, setting out the law and the facts in

great detail.  A thorough review of the record and relevant jurisprudence finds them

to be both persuasive and correct.  Accordingly, we adopt the trial court’s reasons for

judgment as our own and attach them as an appendix hereto.

Based on the foregoing, the decision of the trial court is hereby affirmed.  All

costs of this appeal are assessed against Wendell Manuel, d/b/a Jungle Lounge and

Restaurant, and B&S Corner Grocery Store, Inc.

AFFIRMED.
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