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PICKETT, Judge. 
 

This court, on its own motion, issued a rule to Appellant, F.J.S., to show 

cause why the appeal in the above captioned case should not be dismissed as 

untimely.  La.Ch.Code art. 332.  Appellant did not respond to the rule.  For the 

reasons that follow, we hereby dismiss the appeal. 

On March 27, 2018, the parental rights of Appellant and L.M.B., in regard to 

their minor child, T.J.S., were permanently and irrevocably terminated.  A written 

judgment was signed by the trial court on April 20, 2018. 

Pursuant to La.Ch.Code art. 332, “appeals shall be taken within fifteen days 

from the mailing of notice of the judgment.”  The notice of judgment of the 

Termination of Parental Rights and Certification for Adoption, the ruling Appellant 

seeks to appeal in this case, was mailed to the parties on April 23, 2018.  The delay 

for filing a motion for appeal expired on May 8, 2018.  Appellant’s pro se “Petition 

for Devolutive Appeal” is stamped by the clerk’s office as filed on May 9, 2018; 

thus, we find that the appeal was filed untimely.   

In Seaman v. Seaman, 10-1295, p. 6 (La.App. 3 Cir. 12/15/10), 54 So.3d 

756, 760 (citation omitted), this court noted: 

While this court is not unmindful of the possible disadvantages 

facing a non-attorney attempting self-representation . . . the 

jurisprudence is clear that even if the parties to the action do not 

oppose the untimely appeal, neither the trial court nor the appellate 

court has the authority to extend the delays for seeking an appeal since 

the timeliness of an appeal is a jurisdictional issue. . . .  Accordingly, 

we cannot extend the delay that the plaintiff had to perfect her appeal 

in this matter. 

 

 Since we find that Appellant did not file an appeal within the delay set forth 

in La.Ch.Code art. 332, this appeal must be dismissed as untimely.  We hereby 

dismiss the appeal. 

APPEAL DISMISSED. 
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