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KAREN C"" “.SE, et al.

Defendants

Before the court is a request for sanctions by defendants. A hearing on that issue was held
on December 4, 2015, at which plaintiff was represented by counsel and at which for the first
time counsel appeared for defendants Karen and Colin Chase. The Chases had previously been
unrepresented. Further a iment on the issue of sanctions was offered at a hearing on February
17,2016.

At that hearing the court ordered that Nationstar Mortgage LLC be substituted as the
plaintiff and determined that if any sanctions were imposed, they would be imposed on
Nationstar without prejudice to Nationstar’s right to seek contribution or inde ity from BNY

Mellon or its servicer, Bank of America. See order dated February 17, 2016.

' As discussed below, the ownership of the loan was transferred from BNY Mellon to Nationstar during
the course of these proceedings. However, no formal motion to substitute Nation r as the plaintiff had
been filed as of December 4. On that date, Christine Johnson from the Schechtman Halperin firm, which
had previously represented BNY Mellon, appeared to discuss the pending loan modification and to
oppose sanctions. The court understood that Ms. Johnson at that time was representing both Nationstar
and BNY Mellon. On the issue of sanctions Ms. Johnson did not draw any distinction between Nationstar
and BNY Mellon but opposed sanctions both for the time period before Nationstar entered the picture and
afterward. Ultimately the court raised the issue of whether Nationstar should be formally substituted as
plaintiff and whether any sanctions should somehow be apportioned between BNY Mellon (and/or its
servicer Bank of America) on the one hand and Nationstar on the other. That led to the court’s order of
December 8, 2015 giving counsel time to consider the issue. The Schechtman Halperin firm then moved
wit. . orr of December 17, 2016.






























The entry shall be:

Nati 1star Mortgage LLC shall be substituted as the plaintiff in this case. The motion by
the Schech: an Halperin firm to withdraw is granted effective today. The clerk is directed to
incorporate this order in the docket by reference pursuant to Rule 79(a).

Dated: February 17, 2015
é/{v\/\‘ﬁ\ .

- .
Thomas L. warren

Justice, Superior Court
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