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MEMORANDUM.

Respondent appeals as of right from the order terminating his parental rights to the minor
child pursuant to MCL 712A.19b(3)(f).> We affirm.

The trial court did not err in finding that the statutory ground for termination was
established by clear and convincing evidence. MCR 5.974(1); In re Miller, 433 Mich 331, 337;
445 NW2d 161 (1989). The evidence showed that respondent completely failed to support or
assist in supporting the minor child for over four years prior to the filing of the termination
petition. Even though he was incarcerated for a period of time, respondent had the ability to
assist in supporting the minor child. Likewise, although he had the opportunity to do so, he
failed to visit, contact or communicate with the minor child during the four-year period
preceding the termination petition. Further, the evidence did not show that termination of
respondent’s parental rights was clearly not in the child’s best interests. MCL 712A.19b(5); In

! The court also terminated respondent mother’s parental rights to the child but she is not a party
to this appeal.



re Trgo, 462 Mich 341, 356-357; 612 NW2d 407 (2000). Thus, the trial court did not err in
terminating respondent’ s parental rightsto the child.

Affirmed.
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