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 Appellant, Malik Carter, appeals from the judgment of sentence 

entered in the Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas, following his jury 

trial convictions of third degree murder, firearms not to be carried without a 

license, carrying firearms on public streets in Philadelphia, and possessing 

an instrument of crime.1  We affirm.   

 In its opinion, the trial court fully and correctly sets forth the relevant 

facts and procedural history of this case.  Therefore, we have no reason to 

restate them.2   

____________________________________________ 

1 18 Pa.C.S.A. §§ 2502(c), 6106(a)(1), 6108, and 907(a), respectively.   

 
2 We observe Appellant’s Rule 1925(b) statement was untimely.  
Nevertheless, we decline to waive Appellant’s issue because the trial court 
(Footnote Continued Next Page) 
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 Appellant raises the following issue for our review: 

WHETHER THE VERDICT WAS AGAINST THE WEIGHT AND 

SUFFICIENCY OF THE EVIDENCE WHEN THERE WAS NO 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AGAINST APPELLANT, THERE WAS 

AN ALIBI DEFENSE, THREE OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
WITNESSES RECANTED THEIR WRITTEN STATEMENTS AT 

TRIAL, AND THE OTHER COMMONWEALTH WITNESSES 
DID NOT SEE THE SHOOTER.   

 
(Appellant’s Brief at 4).   

 After a thorough review of the record, Appellant’s brief, the applicable 

law, and the well-reasoned opinion of the Honorable Glenn B. Bronson, we 

conclude Appellant’s issue merits no relief.  The trial court opinion 

comprehensively discusses and properly disposes of the question presented.  

(See Trial Court Opinion, filed September 23, 2013, at 4-8) (finding: 

witnesses had known Appellant for years, identified him to police as shooter, 

and picked his photograph out of photo array; witness identified Appellant as 

shooter at preliminary hearing; witnesses’ prior statements to police were 

admissible at trial as prior inconsistent statements because witnesses signed 

and adopted statements; jury was free to believe all, part, or none of 

witnesses’ prior statements when witnesses recanted statements at trial; 

witnesses’ recanted statements did not render evidence insufficient to 

support convictions because evidence was enough to allow reasonable fact 

(Footnote Continued) _______________________ 

received the statement and addressed Appellant’s issue in a written opinion.  
See Commonwealth v. Burton, 973 A.2d 428 (Pa.Super. 2009) (en banc) 

(allowing for immediate review under these circumstances).   
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finder to conclude Appellant was individual who shot victim; Appellant’s 

sufficiency of evidence claim should be rejected; jury, as fact finder, was 

free to find Appellant’s alibi witnesses’ testimony incredible and to credit 

Commonwealth’s compelling evidence; physical evidence supported 

Commonwealth’s strong eyewitness testimony; medical examiner’s 

testimony that victim’s wounds were not inflicted at close range supported 

witnesses’ accounts of shooting; trial evidence established Appellant 

committed crimes and likewise fully sustained verdict, so court properly 

rejected Appellant’s motion for new trial).  The record supports the trial 

court’s decision; therefore, we see no reason to disturb it.  Accordingly, we 

affirm on the basis of the trial court’s opinion.   

 Judgment of sentence affirmed.   

Judgment Entered. 

 

 

Joseph D. Seletyn, Esq. 

Prothonotary 

 

Date: 7/1/2014 

 

 



  

      
     

   

  
  

 

  

  

   

  
     

 

   

      
 

 
 

  

              

                 

                 

                 

              

                

              

            

           

            

          

                 

            

                     
                   

                    
   



              

             

               

                 

             

                

     

   

            

           

            

          

             

               

     

           

               

                

                 

              

             

              

 



                  

                   

     

             

                

                    

                  

                    

               

               

   

              

                

              

               

                

               

 

            

               

               

                

 



               

              

              

                

 

                     

               

       

  

    

           

              

              

             

                 

              

              

                 

              

                

                  

            

 



             

               

               

              

               

                  

               

             

               

               

              

              

       

           

              

           

            

              

                

             

              

               

 



              

             

     

              

 

                 

               

              

              

         

                 

              

             

               

                

              

              

               

             

             

             

               

                  

 



                  

            

            

              

               

                 

              

                

            

         

          

     

              

              

                 

                 

      

                 

                 

               

             

            

 



                 

             

                 

                 

           

            

            

                    

            

             

              

              

            

 

              

             

               

              

              

          

               

       

 



  

    

            

                  

                 

                 

      

  

             

   

    

 


