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M E M O R A N D U M    O P I N I O N

This is an appeal from an order terminating parental rights. We dismiss the appeal for want

of jurisdiction.

The clerk’s record has been filed in this court.  The record reflects that, on June 14, 2009, the

trial court signed the judgment terminating R.W.H.’s parental rights to these three children and

appointing the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services permanent managing

conservators.  Appellant filed his notice of appeal on July 28, 2009.  Appellant did not file a motion

for new trial, statement of points on appeal, or an affidavit of inability to pay costs on appeal.

Pursuant to TEX. FAM. CODE ANN. § 263.405 (Vernon 2008) and TEX. R. APP. P. 26.1(b), the

notice of appeal was due to be filed within twenty days from the date the judgment was signed.

Appellant’s notice of appeal was filed forty-four days after the date the judgment was signed.
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Appellant’s current counsel has responded to our inquiries concerning the procedural

problems in this case.  Counsel notes that he was not trial counsel and that he was appointed after

the time for compliance with Section 263.405.  Counsel requests that the appeal be abated in order

that he may comply with the requirements of Section 263.405.

Because an appeal has not been properly perfected, the jurisdiction of this court has not been

invoked.  Therefore, this court is unable to grant the relief counsel requests.  The appeal is dismissed

for want of jurisdiction.
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