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MEMORANDUM OPINION

Appellant, Chance Wayne Farnsworth, pled guilty to aggravated kidnapping and

was sentenced to 20 years confinement in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice-

Institutional Division. The sentence was imposed on February 4, 2004. On April 16, 2004,

appellant filed a pro se notice of appeal with the trial court.
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To be timely, a notice of appeal must be filed within 30 days after the sentence is

imposed or suspended in open court if there has not been a timely motion for new trial filed

with the court.  Tex. R. App. P. 25.2 & 26.2(a)(1), (2). Here, no motion for new trial was

filed with the trial court. Furthermore, appellant did not move for an extension of the

deadline. 

A timely filed notice of appeal is essential to invoke our appellate jurisdiction. Olivo

v. State, 918 S.W.2d 519, 522 (Tex.Crim.App. 1996).  As noted, appellant’s sentence was

imposed on February 4, 2004.  No motion for new trial or extension of time was filed,

making appellant’s notice of appeal due on March 5, 2004. Appellant’s notice of appeal

was filed more than one month after that date. Because appellant’s notice of appeal was

untimely filed, we have no jurisdiction to consider the appeal. 

Appellant’s appeal is dismissed for want of jurisdiction.

Phil Johnson
Chief Justice
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