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PER CURIAM

This cause arises from a suit to terminate M.C.’s parental rights.  The matter was

heard initially by an associate judge, who recommended termination.  M.C. subsequently filed an

appeal from the associate judge’s recommendation and a request for a de novo hearing before the

district court.   While that request was pending, M.C. filed a premature notice of appeal with the1

district court clerk, which our Clerk docketed in this cause.   Since that time, the clerk’s and2

reporter’s records from the proceedings below have been filed in this Court.

This Court has now received from M.C.’s newly appointed counsel a motion to abate

the appeal.  In it, counsel represents that M.C.’s request for a de novo hearing was granted and that

  See Tex. Fam. Code § 201.015(a)(1).1

  See Tex. R. App. P. 25.1(a), 27.1(a).2



the de novo hearing is set to commence on April 17, 2017.  Counsel suggests that, “[g]iven the

relatively short period of time until the de novo hearing,” and considering “that a number of records

have already been filed under the appellate case number already assigned,” “it would be judicially

economical to simply abate this matter until a final order is rendered and signed by the district judge

on or shortly after April 17, 2017.”

We agree that the appropriate course of action under these circumstances is to abate

the appeal.  Accordingly, we grant appellant’s motion and abate this appeal pending the district

court’s final order in this matter.  A supplemental clerk’s record containing the district court’s final

order is due in this Court no later than May 1, 2017.  The appeal will be reinstated upon receipt of

the supplemental clerk’s record.

Before Justices Puryear, Pemberton, and Goodwin

Abated and Remanded
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