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Defendant appeals the trial court’s denial of his motion to amend the conditions of his
release. He argues that the trial court erred in denying him a hearing on the motion and erred in
refusing to amend his conditions. The trial court determined that defendant’s motion did not
present “the sort of emergent situation that would justify or necessitate an immediate hearing”
under Administrative Order No. 49, and decided that, “[i]n any event,” the motion was denied.
This Court will affirm the trial court’s ruling “if it is supported by the proceedings below.” 13
V.S.A. § 7556(c).

Administrative Order No. 49 directs that as of March 17, 2020, “all nonemergency Superior
Court hearings, whether evidentiary or nonevidentiary, will be postponed,” with certain specified
exceptions. The trial court was correct that a hearing held pursuant to defendant’s motion would
be a “nonemergency” hearing under Administrative Order 49. But the court erred in denying,
rather than postponing, a hearing on this basis. Accordingly, we reverse and remand so the trial
court may issue an order to postpone the requested hearing in light of Administrative Order No.
49.

Reversed and remanded for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.
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Paul L. Reiber, Chief Justice



