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 Alvin Jerome Patterson was convicted by a jury of shooting 

from a vehicle in violation of § 18.2-286.1, shooting at an 

occupied vehicle in violation of § 18.2-154, and attempted 

malicious wounding in violation of § 18.2-26.  He contends on 

appeal that the trial court erred by refusing to admit into 

evidence certain letters that he claims impeach a witness for the 

Commonwealth.  Finding no reversible error, we affirm. 

 The two letters in question were written to Patterson by 

Cleo Harper, an eyewitness to the shooting.  They were written 

after Patterson's arrest, and contain statements professing 

Harper's affection for Patterson.  One letter makes reference to 

another woman with apparent interest in Patterson, but falls 
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short of establishing any relationship between the two.  

Patterson claims that the letters show that he and Harper were in 

a relationship, and that Harper found out about this other woman, 

resulting in her motive to testify against him.  The trial 

court's refusal to admit these letters, he argues, prevented him 

from properly impeaching a Commonwealth's witness. 

 We disagree.  The letters show no real bias by Harper 

against Patterson.  Any claim of a jealous motive is supported by 

neither the content of the letters nor anything else in the 

record.  The excluded letters would therefore add nothing to the 

evidence presented to the jury. 

 Furthermore, although these two letters were not admitted, 

two other cards sent by Harper to Patterson were admitted.  

Harper also testified at trial as to her continual affection for 

Patterson while he was awaiting trial.  Thus, if any error 

occurred, it was harmless.   

 Find no reversible error, we affirm. 

                                                  Affirmed. 


