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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.    Reinstatement granted 

upon conditions.   

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew a r ef er ee' s r epor t  

r ecommendi ng t hat  Jonat han A.  Ol son' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n be r ei nst at ed upon condi t i ons.  

¶2 We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  and 

concl usi ons of  l aw and concl ude t hat  At t or ney Ol son' s l i cense t o 

pr act i ce l aw shoul d be r ei nst at ed upon t he condi t i ons 

r ecommended by t he r ef er ee.   We f ur t her  di r ect  At t or ney Ol son t o 
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pay t he cost s  of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng,  whi ch ar e 

$5886. 27,  as of  Januar y 11,  2007.    

¶3 At t or ney Ol son was l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1985 and pr act i ced i n Kaukauna.   Hi s l i cense was 

admi ni st r at i vel y suspended i n 1997 f or  f ai l ur e t o pay bar  dues.   

Hi s l i cense was suspended f or  a per i od of  one year  commenci ng 

Apr i l  27,  1998,  as a r esul t  of  a cr i mi nal  convi ct i on f or  one 

count  of  t hef t ,  a Cl ass C f el ony.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y 

Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Ol son,  216 Wi s.  2d 483,  574 N. W. 2d 245 

( 1998) .   Whi l e act i ng as a busi ness manager  f or  t he smal l  f i r m 

i n whi ch he was a par t ner ,  At t or ney Ol son wr ot e checks t o 

hi msel f  t hat  wer e not  di scl osed t o ot her  par t ner s and hi d hi s 

r ecei pt  of  t he f unds f r om hi s par t ner s.  

¶4 At t or ney Ol son ent er ed a no cont est  pl ea t o t he f el ony 

char ge and was sent enced t o ser ve si x mont hs i n j ai l ,  t en year s 

pr obat i on,  and per f or m 200 hour s of  communi t y ser vi ce.   I n 

addi t i on,  he was or der ed t o pay r est i t ut i on of  $16, 449. 62,  was 

or der ed t o cont i nue wi t h ment al  heal t h and budget  counsel i ng,  

and was r equi r ed t o wr i t e a l et t er  of  apol ogy t o hi s f or mer  l aw 

par t ner s and t hei r  spouses.   When conf r ont ed about  t he t hef t ,  

At t or ney Ol son gave a st r ai ght f or war d st at ement  t o t he pol i ce 

and al so cooper at ed wi t h t he Boar d of  At t or neys Pr of essi onal  

Responsi bi l i t y  ( BAPR) ,  t he pr edecessor  t o t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  

Regul at i on ( OLR) .   Thi s cour t  condi t i oned r ei nst at ement  of  

At t or ney Ol son' s l i cense on hi s payi ng r est i t ut i on t o t he l aw 

f i r m or  pr ovi di ng an expl anat i on f or  hi s f ai l ur e or  i nabi l i t y  t o 

do so.    
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¶5 On Sept ember  26,  2005,  At t or ney Ol son f i l ed a pet i t i on 

f or  r ei nst at ement  of  hi s l i cense.   Gene Radcl i f f e was appoi nt ed 

r ef er ee.   A hear i ng was hel d bef or e t he r ef er ee on Mar ch 24,  

2006.   On December  22,  2006,  t he r ef er ee f i l ed a r epor t  and 

r ecommendat i on r ecommendi ng t hat  At t or ney Ol son' s r ei nst at ement  

pet i t i on be gr ant ed.    

¶6 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  no one t est i f i ed i n opposi t i on 

t o At t or ney Ol son' s r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on and sever al  wi t nesses 

t est i f i ed i n suppor t  of  t he pet i t i on.   The r ef er ee not ed t hat  

At t or ney Ol son has not  pr act i ced l aw or  hel d hi msel f  out  as an 

at t or ney si nce hi s l i cense was suspended;  he has mai nt ai ned 

compet ence and l ear ni ng i n t he l aw and has compl et ed al l  

cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on ( CLE)  r equi r ement s;  and hi s conduct  

s i nce t he suspensi on has been exempl ar y and above r epr oach.   The 

r ef er ee not ed t hat  At t or ney Ol son has hel d sever al  posi t i ons of  

r esponsi bi l i t y  and i s cur r ent l y t he r el at i ons manager  f or  Van 

Dyn Hoven Aut omot i ve i n Kaukauna and Appl et on,  Wi sconsi n,  wher e 

he i s pr i mar i l y r esponsi bl e f or  t he human r el at i ons f unct i on and 

payr ol l  pr epar at i on.   The r ef er ee al so not ed t hat  At t or ney Ol son 

t ook i mmedi at e s t eps t o el i mi nat e t he c i r cumst ances t hat  l ed t o 

hi s suspensi on,  i ncl udi ng counsel i ng,  r e- est abl i shi ng a suppor t  

net wor k,  and ul t i mat el y changi ng hi s f ami l y and l i v i ng 

s i t uat i on.    

¶7 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  i t  has been a s i gni f i cant  

per i od of  t i me si nce At t or ney Ol son' s suspensi on,  wi t h no r epeat  

of  t he act i ons t hat  l ed t o t he suspensi on.   The r ef er ee of f er ed 

t he opi ni on t hat  r esumi ng t he pr act i ce of  l aw shoul d not  t r i gger  
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a r ecur r ence of  At t or ney Ol son' s l apse i n j udgment .   The r ef er ee 

al so not ed t hat  i f  At t or ney Ol son' s l i cense i s r ei nst at ed he 

pr oposes t o expand t he scope of  hi s dut i es wi t h Van Dyn Hoven 

Aut omot i ve t o i ncl ude t he r ol e of  cor por at e counsel .    

¶8 The r ef er ee comment ed t hat  At t or ney Ol son' s f i nanci al  

posi t i on was not  good pr i or  t o hi s suspensi on and hi s f i nanci al  

posi t i on has i mpr oved but  not  enough t o al l ow hi m t o make f ul l  

r est i t ut i on.   The r ef er ee not ed t hat  At t or ney Ol son has made and 

cont i nues t o make r egul ar  bi - weekl y payment s and has pai d down 

t he or i gi nal  r est i t ut i on amount  t o l ess t hat  $5300.   The r ef er ee 

not ed t hat  r ei nst at i ng At t or ney Ol son' s l i cense wi l l  i ncr ease 

hi s ear ni ng pot ent i al ,  whi ch woul d hel p pay t he bal ance of  

r est i t ut i on and ot her  debt s mor e qui ckl y.    

¶9 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  by memo dat ed Sept ember  21,  

2006,  t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s ( BBE)  i ndi cat ed t hat  At t or ney 

Ol son had compl i ed wi t h al l  CLE r equi r ement s and t he BBE 

r ecommended r ei nst at ement  of  At t or ney Ol son' s l aw l i cense.    

¶10 The r ef er ee f ound t hat  c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y and 

convi nci ng evi dence suppor t ed At t or ney Ol son' s pet i t i on f or  

r ei nst at ement ,  and he r ecommended t hat  At t or ney Ol son' s l i cense 

t o pr act i ce l aw be r ei nst at ed upon t he f ol l owi ng condi t i ons:   

( 1)  At t or ney Ol son must  cont i nue t o make mont hl y payment s t owar d 

r est i t ut i on i n t he amount  of  at  l east  $150 per  mont h unt i l  t he 

r est i t ut i on i s pai d i n f ul l .   I f  f or  any r eason he i s unabl e t o 

make t hat  mont hl y payment ,  he must  r epor t  t he r easons t o t he OLR 

and r epor t  a pl an t o compensat e f or  t he mi ssed payment ;  ( 2)  

At t or ney Ol son shoul d be pr ohi bi t ed f r om handl i ng f unds or  
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havi ng check wr i t i ng aut hor i t y  f or  any l aw- r el at ed busi ness 

ot her  t han one f or  whi ch he i s t he sol e l awyer - owner ;  ( 3)  i n t he 

event  At t or ney Ol son does l egal  wor k as a sol e pr opr i et or  or  as 

a busi ness ent i t y of  whi ch he i s t he sol e or  pr i nci pal  l awyer -

owner ,  he shal l  not  accept  l egal  f ees,  i ncl udi ng a f l at  f ee,  

unl ess t he wor k has al r eady been f ul l y per f or med or ,  i n t he 

al t er nat i ve,  unl ess t he f ee payment  i s deposi t ed i nt o hi s c l i ent  

t r ust  account  f r om whi ch he cannot  wi t hdr aw t he f unds unt i l  t he 

wor k has been per f or med,  t he c l i ent  has been bi l l ed,  and t he 

cl i ent  has ei t her  appr oved t he amount  of  payment  or  has not  

obj ect ed t o payment  f or  a per i od of  t en days af t er  t he bi l l i ng 

i nvoi ce;  ( 4)  f or  a per i od of  t wo year s f r om t he dat e of  

r ei nst at ement ,  or  unt i l  such t i me as r est i t ut i on i s pai d i n 

f ul l ,  whi chever  dat e i s l at er ,  At t or ney Ol son must  pr ovi de 

quar t er l y af f i davi t s t o t he OLR at t est i ng t o hi s compl i ance wi t h 

t he above condi t i ons;  ( 5)  i f  At t or ney Ol son per f or ms l egal  wor k 

as a sol e pr opr i et or  or  as a bus i ness ent i t y of  whi ch he i s t he 

sol e or  pr i nci pal  l awyer - owner ,  he shal l  submi t  t o t he OLR 

quar t er l y r ecor ds f or  hi s c l i ent  t r ust  account  t hat  ar e i n 

compl i ance wi t h SCR 20: 1. 15( f ) 1 or  t he cur r ent l y appl i cabl e r ul e,  

f or  t he OLR' s i nspect i on and audi t  f or  a per i od of  t wo year s 

f r om t he dat e t he account  i s f i r st  opened.   The r ef er ee al so 

r ecommended t hat  At t or ney Ol son be r equi r ed t o pay t he cost s of  

t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.  

                                                 
1 SCR 20: 1. 15( f )  pr ovi des t he r ecor dkeepi ng 

r equi r ement s f or  c l i ent  t r ust  account s.  
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¶11 The st andar d t o be met  f or  r ei nst at ement  of  a l aw 

l i cense i s pr ovi ded i n SCR 22. 31( 1) . 2  The pet i t i oner  has t he 

bur den of  demonst r at i ng " by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y and convi nci ng 

evi dence"  t hat  t he l awyer  has t he mor al  char act er  t o pr act i ce 

l aw,  t hat  t he l awyer ' s r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  l aw wi l l  

not  be det r i ment al  t o t he admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce or  

subver si ve of  t he publ i c i nt er est ,  and t hat  t he l awyer  has 

compl i ed wi t h SCR 22. 26 and t he t er ms of  t he suspensi on.   I n 

addi t i on,  SCR 22. 29( 4)  set s f or t h r el at ed r equi r ement s t hat  a 

pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  must  show. 3  Al l  of  t hese addi t i onal  

r equi r ement s ar e ef f ect i vel y i ncor por at ed i nt o SCR 22. 31( 1) .    

                                                 
2 SCR 22. 31( 1)  pr ovi des:  Rei nst at ement  hear i ng.  

 ( 1)   The pet i t i oner  has t he bur den of  
demonst r at i ng,  by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng 
evi dence,  al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng:  

  ( a)  That  he or  she has t he mor al  char act er  t o 
pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.  

  ( b)  That  hi s or  her  r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce 
of  l aw wi l l  not  be det r i ment al  t o t he admi ni s t r at i on 
of  j ust i ce or  subver si ve of  t he publ i c i nt er est .  

  ( c)  That  hi s or  her  r epr esent at i ons i n t he 
pet i t i on,  i ncl udi ng t he r epr esent at i ons r equi r ed by 
SCR 22. 29( 4) ( a)  t o ( m)  and 22. 29( 5) ,  ar e 
subst ant i at ed.  

  ( d)  That  he or  she has compl i ed f ul l y wi t h t he 
t er ms of  t he or der  of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on and 
wi t h t he r equi r ement s of  SCR 22. 26.  

3 SCR 22. 29( 4)  pr ovi des:   Pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement .  

 ( 4)  The pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  shal l  show al l  
of  t he f ol l owi ng:  
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¶12 Af t er  car ef ul  r evi ew of  t he r ecor d we agr ee wi t h t he 

r ef er ee t hat  At t or ney Ol son has est abl i shed by c l ear ,  

sat i sf act or y and convi nci ng evi dence t hat  he has sat i sf i ed al l  

                                                                                                                                                             
  ( a)  The pet i t i oner  desi r es t o have t he 
pet i t i oner ' s l i cense r ei nst at ed.  

  ( b)  The pet i t i oner  has not  pr act i ced l aw dur i ng 
t he per i od of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on.  

  ( c)  The pet i t i oner  has compl i ed f ul l y wi t h t he 
t er ms of  t he or der  of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on and 
wi l l  cont i nue t o compl y wi t h t hem unt i l  t he 
pet i t i oner ' s l i cense i s r ei nst at ed.  

  ( d)  The pet i t i oner  has mai nt ai ned compet ence 
and l ear ni ng i n t he l aw by at t endance at  i dent i f i ed 
educat i onal  act i v i t i es.  

  ( e)  The pet i t i oner ' s conduct  s i nce t he 
suspensi on or  r evocat i on has been exempl ar y and above 
r epr oach.  

  ( f )  The pet i t i oner  has a pr oper  under st andi ng 
of  and at t i t ude t owar d t he st andar ds t hat  ar e i mposed 
upon member s of  t he bar  and wi l l  act  i n conf or mi t y 
wi t h t he st andar ds.  

  ( g)  The pet i t i oner  can saf el y be r ecommended t o 
t he l egal  pr of essi on,  t he cour t s and t he publ i c as a 
per son f i t  t o be consul t ed by ot her s and t o r epr esent  
t hem and ot her wi se act  i n mat t er s of  t r ust  and 
conf i dence and i n gener al  t o ai d i n t he admi ni st r at i on 
of  j ust i ce as a member  of  t he bar  and as an of f i cer  of  
t he cour t s.  

  ( h)  The pet i t i oner  has f ul l y compl i ed wi t h t he 
r equi r ement s set  f or t h i n SCR 22. 26.  

  ( j )  The pet i t i oner ' s pr oposed use of  t he 
l i cense i f  r ei nst at ed.  

  ( k)  A f ul l  descr i pt i on of  al l  of  t he 
pet i t i oner ' s busi ness act i v i t i es dur i ng t he per i od of  
suspensi on or  r evocat i on.  
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of  t he cr i t er i a necessar y f or  r ei nst at ement .   Accor di ngl y,  we 

adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  and concl usi ons of  l aw and 

we accept  t he r ef er ee' s r ecommendat i on t o r ei nst at e At t or ney 

Ol son' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n,  subj ect  t o t he 

condi t i ons r ecommended by t he r ef er ee.   We f ur t her  di r ect  

At t or ney Ol son t o pay t he cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.  

¶13 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  of  

t he l i cense of  At t or ney Jonat han A.  Ol son t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i s gr ant ed,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der .  

¶14 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he r ei nst at ement  of  

At t or ney Ol son' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw be subj ect  t o t he 

f ol l owi ng condi t i ons:  ( 1)  At t or ney Ol son must  cont i nue t o make 

mont hl y payment s t owar d r est i t ut i on i n t he amount  of  at  l east  

$150 per  mont h unt i l  t he r est i t ut i on i s pai d i n f ul l .   I f  f or  

any r eason he i s unabl e t o make t hat  mont hl y payment ,  he must  

r epor t  t he r easons t o t he OLR and r epor t  a pl an t o compensat e 

f or  t he mi ssed payment ;  ( 2)  At t or ney Ol son shoul d be pr ohi bi t ed 

f r om handl i ng f unds or  havi ng check wr i t i ng aut hor i t y f or  any 

l aw r el at ed busi ness ot her  t han one f or  whi ch he i s t he sol e 

l awyer - owner ;  ( 3)  i n t he event  At t or ney Ol son does l egal  wor k as 

a sol e pr opr i et or  or  as a busi ness ent i t y of  whi ch he i s t he 

sol e or  pr i nci pal  l awyer - owner ,  he shal l  not  accept  l egal  f ees,  

i ncl udi ng a f l at  f ee,  unl ess t he wor k has al r eady been f ul l y 

per f or med or ,  i n t he al t er nat i ve,  unl ess t he f ee payment  i s 

deposi t ed i nt o hi s c l i ent  t r ust  account  f r om whi ch he cannot  

wi t hdr aw t he f unds unt i l  t he wor k has been per f or med,  t he c l i ent  

has been bi l l ed,  and t he cl i ent  has ei t her  appr oved t he amount  
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of  payment  or  has not  obj ect ed t o payment  f or  a per i od of  t en 

days af t er  t he bi l l i ng i nvoi ce;  ( 4)  f or  a per i od of  t wo year s 

f r om t he dat e of  r ei nst at ement ,  or  unt i l  such t i me as 

r est i t ut i on i s pai d i n f ul l ,  whi chever  dat e i s l at er ,  At t or ney 

Ol son must  pr ovi de quar t er l y af f i davi t s t o t he OLR at t est i ng t o 

hi s compl i ance wi t h t he above condi t i ons;  ( 5)  i f  At t or ney Ol son 

per f or ms l egal  wor k as a sol e pr opr i et or  or  as a busi ness ent i t y  

of  whi ch he i s t he sol e or  pr i nci pal  l awyer - owner ,  he shal l  

submi t  t o t he OLR quar t er l y r ecor ds f or  hi s c l i ent  t r ust  account  

t hat  ar e i n compl i ance wi t h SCR 20: 1. 15( f )  or  t he cur r ent l y 

appl i cabl e r ul e,  f or  t he OLR' s i nspect i on and audi t  f or  a per i od 

of  t wo year s f r om t he dat e t he account  i s f i r st  opened.  

¶15 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  At t or ney Ol son pay t he 

cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.    

¶16 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  At t or ney Ol son shal l  pay 

t he bal ance of  t he r est i t ut i on owed bef or e payi ng t he cost s of  

t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.   Once r est i t ut i on has been pai d i n 

f ul l ,  At t or ney Ol son shal l  pay a mi ni mum of  $150 per  mont h 

t owar d t he cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.   I f  At t or ney 

Ol son f ai l s t o make t he mont hl y payment s r equi r ed by t hi s or der ,  

and absent  a showi ng t o t hi s cour t  of  hi s i nabi l i t y  t o pay,  t he 

l i cense of  At t or ney Jonat han A.  Ol son t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n shal l  be suspended unt i l  f ur t her  or der  of  t he cour t .  
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