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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

r evoked.  

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    At t or ney Mar k G.  Pi er quet  has f i l ed a 

pet i t i on f or  consensual  l i cense r evocat i on pur suant  t o SCR 22. 191 

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 19 st at es i n r el evant  par t :   Pet i t i on f or  

consensual  l i cense r evocat i on.  

( 1)  An at t or ney who i s t he subj ect  of  an 
i nvest i gat i on f or  possi bl e mi sconduct  or  t he 
r espondent  i n a pr oceedi ng may f i l e wi t h t he supr eme 
cour t  a pet i t i on f or  t he r evocat i on by consent  or  hi s 
or  her  l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw.  
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st at i ng t hat  he cannot  successf ul l y def end agai nst  32 count s of  

pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  char ged i n a pendi ng di sci pl i nar y act i on 

as wel l  as ot her  al l egat i ons of  mi sconduct  cur r ent l y under  

i nvest i gat i on.    

¶2 At t or ney Pi er quet  was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 2001 and pr act i ced i n Menasha.   I n 2005 he was 

publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  f ai l i ng t o r educe a cont i ngent  f ee 

agr eement  t o wr i t i ng;  f ai l i ng t o act  wi t h r easonabl e di l i gence 

and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent ;  engagi ng i n conduct  

i nvol v i ng di shonest y,  f r aud,  decei t  or  mi sr epr esent at i on;  and 

f ai l i ng t o abi de by a c l i ent ' s deci s i on concer ni ng t he 

obj ect i ves of  a r epr esent at i on and f ai l i ng t o consul t  wi t h t he 

c l i ent .   I n addi t i on t o t he publ i c r epr i mand,  At t or ney Pi er quet  

was or der ed t o cont i nue medi cal  t r eat ment ,  compl y wi t h al l  

t r eat ment  r ecommendat i ons,  and bi annual l y pr ovi de f ul l  medi cal  

t r eat ment  r ecor ds f or  t wo year s f ol l owi ng t he dat e of  t hi s 

cour t ' s  or der .   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  

Pi er quet ,  2005 WI  147,  286 Wi s.  2d 87,  705 N. W. 2d 90.  

¶3 On Jul y 25,  2006,  t hi s cour t  t empor ar i l y  suspended 

At t or ney Pi er quet ' s l i cense based on hi s f ai l ur e t o compl y wi t h 

                                                                                                                                                             
( 2)  The pet i t i on shal l  st at e t hat  t he pet i t i oner  

cannot  successf ul l y def end agai nst  t he al l egat i ons of  
mi sconduct .  

.  .  .  .  

( 5)  The supr eme cour t  shal l  gr ant  t he pet i t i on 
and r evoke t he pet i t i oner ' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw or  
deny t he pet i t i on and r emand t he mat t er  t o t he 
di r ect or  or  t o t he r ef er ee f or  f ur t her  pr oceedi ngs.  
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t he condi t i ons i mposed on hi s pr act i ce of  l aw and al so f or  hi s  

wi l l f ul  f ai l ur e t o r espond or  cooper at e i n pendi ng Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  gr i evance i nvest i gat i ons.   Hi s l i cense 

r emai ns suspended.   

¶4 The 32 count s  of  mi sconduct  ar i se f r om 12 c l i ent  

mat t er s.   Count s 1 and 2 i nvol ve t he f ai l ur e t o pr ovi de 

compet ent  r epr esent at i on t o a c l i ent ,  cont r ar y t o SCR 20: 1. 12 and 

f ai l i ng t o di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o 

al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2) 3 and SCR 

22. 03( 6) , 4 act i onabl e pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) . 5   

                                                 
2 SCR 20: 1. 1 pr ovi des t hat  " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  pr ovi de 

compet ent  r epr esent at i on t o a c l i ent .   Compet ent  r epr esent at i on 
r equi r es t he l egal  knowl edge,  ski l l ,  t hor oughness and 
pr epar at i on r easonabl y necessar y f or  t he r epr esent at i on. "  

3 SCR 22. 03( 2)  pr ovi des:   I nvest i gat i on.  

 ( 2)  Upon commenci ng an i nvest i gat i on,  t he 
di r ect or  shal l  not i f y t he r espondent  of  t he mat t er  
bei ng i nvest i gat ed unl ess i n t he opi ni on of  t he 
di r ect or  t he i nvest i gat i on of  t he mat t er  r equi r es 
ot her wi se.   The r espondent  shal l  f ul l y  and f ai r l y 
di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o t he 
al l eged mi sconduct  wi t hi n 20 days af t er  bei ng ser ved 
by or di nar y mai l  a r equest  f or  a wr i t t en r esponse.   
The di r ect or  may al l ow addi t i onal  t i me t o r espond.   
Fol l owi ng r ecei pt  of  t he r esponse,  t he di r ect or  may 
conduct  f ur t her  i nvest i gat i on and may compel  t he 
r espondent  t o answer  quest i ons,  f ur ni sh document s,  and 
pr esent  any i nf or mat i on deemed r el evant  t o t he 
i nvest i gat i on.  

4 SCR 22. 03( 6)  pr ovi des:   I nvest i gat i on.   " I n t he cour se of  
t he i nvest i gat i on,  t he r espondent ' s wi l f ul  f ai l ur e t o pr ovi de 
r el evant  i nf or mat i on,  t o answer  quest i ons f ul l y ,  or  t o f ur ni sh 
document s and t he r espondent ' s mi sr epr esent at i on i n a di scl osur e 
ar e mi sconduct ,  r egar dl ess of  t he mer i t s of  t he mat t er s asser t ed 
i n t he gr i evance. "  
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¶5 Count s 3 and 4 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o expl ai n a mat t er  t o 

t he ext ent  r easonabl y necessar y t o per mi t  a c l i ent  t o make 

i nf or med deci s i ons r egar di ng r epr esent at i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 

20: 1. 4( b) 6 and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o cooper at e wi t h t he OLR,  i n 

v i ol at i on of  SCR 21. 15( 4) . 7  Count  5 al so i nvol ves f ai l i ng t o 

di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o al l eged 

mi sconduct .  

¶6 Count s 6—9 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o act  wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent ,  i n v i ol at i on 

of  SCR 20: 1. 3; 8 f ai l i ng t o keep a c l i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med 

about  t he st at us of  a mat t er ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ; 9 

f ai l i ng t o t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y pr act i cabl e t o 

pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s upon t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on,  

                                                                                                                                                             
5 SCR 20. 8. 4( f )  pr ovi des t hat  i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  

f or  a l awyer  t o " v i ol at e a st at ut e,  supr eme cour t  r ul e,  supr eme 
cour t  or der  or  supr eme cour t  dec i s i on r egul at i ng t he conduct  of  
l awyer s. "  

6 SCR 20: 1. 4( b)  pr ovi des t he " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  expl ai n a 
mat t er  t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y necessar y t o per mi t  t he c l i ent  
t o make i nf or med deci s i ons r egar di ng t he r epr esent at i on. "  

7 SCR 21. 15( 4)  pr ovi des t hat  " [ e] ver y at t or ney shal l  
cooper at e wi t h t he of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on i n t he 
i nvest i gat i on,  pr osecut i on and di sposi t i on of  gr i evances,  
compl ai nt s f i l ed wi t h or  by t he di r ect or ,  and pet i t i ons f or  
r ei nst at ement .   An at t or ney' s wi l f ul  f ai l ur e t o cooper at e wi t h 
t he of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on const i t ut es v i ol at i on of  t he 
r ul es of  pr of essi onal  conduct  f or  at t or neys. "  

8 SCR 20: 1. 3 pr ovi des t hat  " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  act  wi t h 
r easonabl e di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent . "  

9 SCR 20: 1. 4( a)  pr ovi des t hat  " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  keep a 
c l i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med about  t he st at us of  a mat t er  and 
pr ompt l y compl y wi t h r easonabl e r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on. "  
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i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 16( d) ; 10 and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o 

cooper at e wi t h t he OLR.    

¶7 Count s 10—13 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o r educe a cont i ngent  

f ee agr eement  t o wr i t i ng,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 5( c) ; 11 

f ai l i ng t o abi de by hi s c l i ent ' s deci s i ons concer ni ng t he 

obj ect i ves of  r epr esent at i on,  f ai l i ng t o consul t  wi t h hi s c l i ent  

as t o t he means by whi ch t hey ar e t o be pur sued,  and f ai l i ng t o 

i nf or m hi s c l i ent  of  al l  of f er s  of  set t l ement  and abi de by a 

                                                 
10 SCR 20: 1. 16( d)  pr ovi des:   Decl i ni ng or  t er mi nat i ng 

r epr esent at i on.  

 ( d)  Upon t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on,  a l awyer  
shal l  t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y pr act i cabl e 
t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s,  such as gi v i ng 
r easonabl e not i ce t o t he c l i ent ,  al l owi ng t i me f or  
empl oyment  of  ot her  counsel ,  sur r ender i ng paper s and 
pr oper t y t o whi ch t he cl i ent  i s  ent i t l ed and r ef undi ng 
any advance payment  of  f ee t hat  has not  been ear ned.   
The l awyer  may r et ai n paper s r el at i ng t o t he c l i ent  t o 
t he ext ent  per mi t t ed by ot her  l aw.  

11 SCR 20: 1. 5( c)  pr ovi des:   Fees.  

 ( c)  A f ee may be cont i ngent  on t he out come of  t he 
mat t er  f or  whi ch t he ser vi ce i s r ender ed,  except  i n a 
mat t er  i n whi ch a cont i ngent  f ee i s pr ohi bi t ed by 
par agr aph ( d)  or  ot her  l aw.   A cont i ngent  f ee 
agr eement  shal l  be i n wr i t i ng and shal l  st at e t he 
met hod by whi ch t he f ee i s t o be det er mi ned,  i ncl udi ng 
t he per cent age or  per cent ages t hat  shal l  accr ue t o t he 
l awyer  i n t he event  of  set t l ement ,  t r i al  or  appeal ,  
l i t i gat i on and ot her  expenses t o be deduct ed f r om t he 
r ecover y,  and whet her  such expenses ar e t o be deduct ed 
bef or e or  af t er  t he cont i ngent  f ee i s cal cul at ed.   
Upon concl usi on of  a cont i ngent  f ee mat t er ,  t he l awyer  
shal l  pr ovi de t he cl i ent  wi t h a wr i t t en st at ement  
st at i ng t he out come of  t he mat t er  and i f  t her e i s a 
r ecover y,  showi ng t he r emi t t ance t o t he c l i ent  and t he 
met hod of  i t s  det er mi nat i on.  
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c l i ent ' s deci s i on whet her  t o accept  an of f er  of  set t l ement ,  i n 

v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 2( a) ; 12 f ai l i ng t o t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  

r easonabl y pr act i cabl e t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s upon 

t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 16( d) ;  

and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o cooper at e wi t h t he OLR.  

¶8 Count s 14—16 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o act  wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent ,  i n v i ol at i on 

of  SCR 20: 1. 3;  f ai l i ng t o keep a c l i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med 

about  t he st at us of  a mat t er  and pr ompt l y compl y wi t h r easonabl e 

r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ;  and 

wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances 

per t ai ni ng t o al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  

act i onabl e pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .   Count  17 i nvol ves 

wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances 

per t ai ni ng t o al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  

act i onabl e pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .  

¶9 Count s 18—21 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o communi cat e t he basi s  

or  r at e of  t he f ee t o hi s c l i ent ,  bef or e or  wi t hi n a r easonabl e 

                                                 
12 SCR 20: 1. 2( a)  pr ovi des:   Scope of  r epr esent at i on.  

 ( a)  A l awyer  shal l  abi de by a c l i ent ' s deci s i ons 
concer ni ng t he obj ect i ves of  r epr esent at i on,  subj ect  
t o par agr aphs ( c) ,  ( d)  and ( e) ,  and shal l  consul t  wi t h 
t he c l i ent  as t o t he means by whi ch t hey ar e t o be 
pur sued.   A l awyer  shal l  i nf or m a cl i ent  of  al l  of f er s 
of  set t l ement  and abi de by a c l i ent ' s deci s i on whet her  
t o accept  an of f er  of  set t l ement  of  a mat t er .   I n a 
cr i mi nal  case or  any pr oceedi ng t hat  coul d r esul t  i n 
depr i vat i on of  l i ber t y,  t he l awyer  shal l  abi de by t he 
c l i ent ' s deci s i on,  af t er  consul t at i on wi t h t he l awyer ,  
as t o a pl ea t o be ent er ed,  whet her  t o wai ve j ur y 
t r i al  and whet her  t he c l i ent  wi l l  t est i f y.  
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t i me af t er  commenci ng t he r epr esent at i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 

20: 1. 5( b) ; 13 f ai l i ng t o keep a c l i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med about  

t he st at us of  a mat t er  and pr ompt l y compl y wi t h r easonabl e 

r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ;  f ai l i ng 

t o t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y pr act i cabl e t o pr ot ect  a 

c l i ent ' s i nt er est s upon t er mi nat i on of  t he r epr esent at i on,  i n 

v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 16( d) ;  and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o di scl ose 

al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n 

v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  act i onabl e pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .  

¶10 Count s 22 and 23 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o t ake appr opr i at e 

st eps t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s upon t er mi nat i on of  t he 

r epr esent at i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 16( d) ;  and wi l l f ul l y  

f ai l i ng t o di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o 

al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  act i onabl e 

pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .    

¶11 Count s 24—27 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o act  wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent ,  i n v i ol at i on 

of  SCR 20: 1. 3;  f ai l i ng t o keep a c l i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med 

about  t he st at us of  a mat t er  and pr ompt l y compl y wi t h r easonabl e 

r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ;  f ai l i ng 

t o deposi t  a c l i ent ' s moni es i n an i dent i f i abl e t r ust  account ,  

                                                 
13 SCR 20: 1. 5( b)  pr ovi des t hat  " [ w] hen t he l awyer  has not  

r egul ar l y r epr esent ed t he cl i ent ,  t he basi s or  r at e of  t he f ee 
shal l  be communi cat ed t o t he c l i ent ,  pr ef er abl y i n wr i t i ng,  
bef or e or  wi t hi n a r easonabl e t i me af t er  commenci ng t he 
r epr esent at i on. "  
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i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 1) ; 14 and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o 

di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o al l eged 

mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  act i onabl e pur suant  t o 

SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .   

¶12 Count s 28 and 29 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o t ake st eps t o t he 

ext ent  r easonabl y pr act i cabl e t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s 

upon t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 

20: 1. 16( d) ;  and wi l l f ul l y  f ai l i ng t o di scl ose al l  f act s and 

ci r cumst ances per t ai ni ng t o al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  

SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  act i onabl e pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .    

¶13 Count s 30—32 i nvol ve f ai l i ng t o act  wi t h r easonabl e 

di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent ,  i n v i ol at i on 

of  SCR 20: 1. 3;  f ai l i ng t o t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y 

pr act i cabl e t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s upon t er mi nat i on of  

r epr esent at i on,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 1. 16( d) ;  and wi l l f ul l y  

f ai l i ng t o cooper at e wi t h t he OLR,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 21. 15( 4) ,  

as wel l  as f ai l i ng t o di scl ose al l  f act s and ci r cumst ances 

per t ai ni ng t o al l eged mi sconduct ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 22. 03( 2)  

and SCR 22. 03( 6) ,  act i onabl e pur suant  t o SCR 20: 8. 4( f ) .  

                                                 
14 SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 1)  pr ovi des:   Segr egat i on of  t r ust  

pr oper t y.  

 ( 1)  Separ at e account .   A l awyer  shal l  hol d i n 
t r ust ,  separ at e f r om t he l awyer ' s own pr oper t y,  t hat  
pr oper t y of  c l i ent s and 3r d par t i es t hat  i s  i n t he 
l awyer ' s possessi on i n connect i on wi t h a 
r epr esent at i on.   Al l  f unds of  c l i ent s and 3r d par t i es 
pai d t o a l awyer  or  l aw f i r m i n connect i on wi t h a 
r epr esent at i on shal l  be deposi t ed i n one or  mor e 
i dent i f i abl e t r ust  account s.  
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¶14 Ten addi t i onal  gr i evances ar e under  i nvest i gat i on.    

¶15 I n r esponse t o t hi s cour t ' s  or der  t o show cause,  t he 

OLR r ecommends t hat  At t or ney Pi er quet  be or der ed t o r epay t he 

St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  Fund f or  Cl i ent  Pr ot ect i on 

$14, 447. 47,  and t hat  he be or der ed t o make r est i t ut i on of  $250 

t o L. C.  and $50 t o D. G.  

¶16 At t or ney Pi er quet  submi t s under  SCR 22. 19( 2)  t hat  he 

cannot  successf ul l y def end agai nst  t he al l egat i ons of  ei t her  t he 

pendi ng di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng or  t he gr i evances cur r ent l y 

under  i nvest i gat i on.   He st at es t hat  he has car ef ul l y consi der ed 

hi s opt i ons;  t hat  he i s f r eel y,  vol unt ar i l y  and knowi ngl y f i l i ng 

t he pet i t i on f or  consensual  l i cense r evocat i on;  and t hat  he 

knows he i s gi v i ng up hi s r i ght  t o a publ i c hear i ng as wel l  as 

hi s r i ght  t o cont est  each mi sconduct  al l egat i on.    

¶17 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  Mar k G.  Pi er quet  t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s r evoked ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s 

or der .  

¶18 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  Mar k G.  Pi er quet  shal l  

compl y wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  

an at t or ney whose l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw have been r evoked,  t o 

t he ext ent  he has not  al r eady done so.  

¶19 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 60 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der  Mar k G.  Pi er quet  shal l  pay t he St at e Bar  of  

Wi sconsi n Lawyer s '  Fund f or  Cl i ent  Pr ot ect i on $14, 447. 47 and 

shal l  f ur t her  make r est i t ut i on of  $250 t o L. C.  and $50 t o D. G.  
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