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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.    Reinstatement granted 

upon conditions.   

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew a r ef er ee' s r epor t  

r ecommendi ng t hat  Kr i st i n J.  Ger net zke' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw 

i n Wi sconsi n be r ei nst at ed.    

¶2 We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  and 

concl usi ons of  l aw and concl ude t hat  At t or ney Ger net zke' s 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw shoul d be r ei nst at ed upon t he condi t i ons 

r ecommended by t he r ef er ee.   We f ur t her  di r ect  At t or ney 



No.  2006AP2629- D   

 

2 
 

Ger net zke t o pay t he cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng,  

whi ch t ot al  $2, 895. 92,  as of  Febr uar y 27,  2008.  

¶3 At t or ney Ger net zke was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 2002.   Her  l i cense was suspended f or  a per i od of  

s i x mont hs,  ef f ect i ve Mar ch 2,  2007,  as a r esul t  of  i mpr oper  and 

undocument ed bi l l i ngs t hat  she submi t t ed t o t he Of f i ce of  t he 

St at e Publ i c Def ender  ( SPD) .   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Ger net zke,  2007 WI  6,  298 Wi s.  2d 607,  725 N. W. 2d 942.  

¶4 On August  30,  2007,  At t or ney Ger net zke f i l ed a 

pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement .   Thomas H.  Tayl or  was appoi nt ed 

r ef er ee.   On Febr uar y 8,  2008,  t he r ef er ee f i l ed a r epor t  

r ecommendi ng t hat  At t or ney Ger net zke' s r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on be 

gr ant ed.   I n hi s r epor t ,  t he r ef er ee not ed t hat  At t or ney 

Ger net zke compl i ed wi t h t hi s cour t ' s  deci si on and or der  

suspendi ng her  l i cense.   He f ur t her  not ed t hat  s i nce t he t i me of  

her  suspensi on,  At t or ney Ger net zke has pr ovi ded si gni f i cant  car e 

and assi st ance t o her  el der l y mot her ,  as wel l  as bei ng empl oyed 

as a r eal  est at e pr oj ect  coor di nat or  at  Ashl ey Fur ni t ur e.   The 

r ef er ee not ed t hat  i f  her  l i cense i s r ei nst at ed,  At t or ney 

Ger net zke hopes t o evol ve i nt o an i n- house l egal  counsel  

posi t i on at  Ashl ey Fur ni t ur e.  

¶5 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  At t or ney Ger net zke accept s f ul l  

r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  her  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  and t hat  she has 

pai d f ul l  r est i t ut i on,  exceedi ng $21, 000,  t o t he SPD' s of f i ce.   

The r ef er ee sai d At t or ney Ger net zke' s behavi or  has been above 

r epr oach dur i ng her  suspensi on.  
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¶6 The r ef er ee r ecommended t hat  At t or ney Ger net zke' s 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n be r ei nst at ed subj ect  t o 

t he f ol l owi ng condi t i ons:  

1.  For  a per i od of  t hr ee year s f r om t he 
ef f ect i ve dat e of  r ei nst at ement ,  At t or ney Ger net zke 
shal l  engage i n t he pr act i ce of  l aw i n Wi sconsi n under  
t he di r ect  super vi s i on of  a l i censed at t or ney 
accept abl e t o and appr oved by t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  
Regul at i on ( OLR) .    

2.  Wi t hi n t en days of  t he ef f ect i ve dat e of  
r ei nst at ement ,  At t or ney Ger net zke shal l  pr ovi de her  
super vi s i ng at t or ney wi t h copi es of  t hi s cour t ' s  
Januar y 19,  2007,  deci s i on and i t s deci s i on i n t hi s 
case.    

3.  At t or ney Ger net zke' s super vi s i ng at t or ney 
shal l  have al l  t he dut i es gener al l y hel d by a 
super vi s i ng at t or ney under  SCR 20: 5. 1( b) .    

4.  At t or ney Ger net zke' s super vi s i ng at t or ney 
shal l  f i l e quar t er l y r epor t s wi t h t he OLR.  

5.  I f  At t or ney Ger net zke changes her  pl ace of  
r esi dence or  empl oyment  at  any t i me dur i ng t he t hr ee-
year  per i od,  she shal l  pr ompt l y not i f y t he OLR.  

6.  At t or ney Ger net zke shal l  be r esponsi bl e f or  
t he t i mel y f i l i ng of  al l  r epor t s and not i ces and t hose 
r epor t s and not i ces shal l  be mai l ed t o t he OLR.    

7.  I f  At t or ney Ger net zke f ai l s t o compl y wi t h 
any of  t he f or egoi ng t er ms and condi t i ons,  her  l i cense 
shal l  be suspended.     

¶7 The r ef er ee al so r ecommended t hat  t he cost s of  t hi s 

pr oceedi ng be assessed agai nst  At t or ney Ger net zke,  and t hat  she 

be r equi r ed t o pay t he f ul l  cost s wi t hi n 180 days.  

¶8 On Januar y 17,  2008,  t he Boar d of  Bar  Exami ner s ( BBE)  

r ecommended At t or ney Ger net zke' s r ei nst at ement  t o t he pr act i ce 
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of  l aw i n Wi sconsi n subj ect  t o her  compl i ance wi t h cur r ent  CLE 

r equi r ement s.  

¶9 The st andar ds t o be met  f or  r ei nst at ement  of  a l aw 

l i cense ar e pr ovi ded i n SCR 22. 31( 1) . 1  The pet i t i oner  has t he 

bur den of  demonst r at i ng " by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng 

evi dence"  t hat  t he l awyer  has t he mor al  char act er  t o pr act i ce 

l aw,  t hat  t he l awyer ' s r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  l aw wi l l  

not  be det r i ment al  t o t he admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce or  

subver si ve of  t he publ i c i nt er est ,  and t hat  t he l awyer  has 

compl i ed wi t h SCR 22. 26 and t he t er ms of  t he suspensi on.   I n 

addi t i on,  SCR 22. 29( 4)  set s f or t h r el at ed r equi r ement s t hat  a 

pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  must  show.   Al l  of  t hese addi t i onal  

r equi r ement s ar e ef f ect i vel y i ncor por at ed i nt o SCR 22. 31( 1) .    

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 31( 1)  pr ovi des as f ol l ows:    

The pet i t i oner  has t he bur den of  demonst r at i ng,  
by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng evi dence,  al l  
of  t he f ol l owi ng:  

( a)  That  he or  she has t he mor al  char act er  t o 
pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.  

( b)  That  hi s or  her  r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  
l aw wi l l  not  be det r i ment al  t o t he admi ni st r at i on of  
j ust i ce or  subver si ve of  t he publ i c i nt er est .  

( c)  That  hi s or  her  r epr esent at i ons i n t he 
pet i t i on,  i ncl udi ng t he r epr esent at i ons r equi r ed by 
SCR 22. 29( 4) ( a)  t o ( m)  and 22. 29( 5) ,  ar e 
subst ant i at ed.  

( d)  That  he or  she has compl i ed f ul l y wi t h t he 
t er ms of  t he or der  of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on and 
wi t h t he r equi r ement s of  SCR 22. 26.  
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¶10 Af t er  r evi ew of  t he r ecor d,  we agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee 

t hat  At t or ney Ger net zke has est abl i shed by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  

and convi nci ng evi dence t hat  she has sat i sf i ed al l  t he cr i t er i a 

necessar y f or  r ei nst at ement .   Accor di ngl y,  we adopt  t he 

r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  and concl usi ons of  l aw,  and we accept  

t he r ef er ee' s r ecommendat i on t o r ei nst at e At t or ney Ger net zke' s 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   We al so f i nd i t  

appr opr i at e t o i mpose t he condi t i ons r ecommended by t he r ef er ee.   

Si nce i t  i s  not  c l ear  when At t or ney Ger net zke wi l l  act ual l y be 

r esumi ng t he pr act i ce of  l aw,  we have r evi sed t he f i r st  

condi t i on pr oposed by t he r ef er ee.   We f ur t her  di r ect  At t or ney 

Ger net zke t o pay t he cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ngs.  

¶11 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  of  

t he l i cense of  Kr i st i n J.  Ger net zke t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n 

i s gr ant ed,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der .  

¶12 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  t he r ei nst at ement  of  

At t or ney Ger net zke' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw be subj ect  t o t he 

f ol l owi ng condi t i ons:  

1.  For  a per i od of  t hr ee year s f r om t he dat e she r esumes 

t he pr act i ce of  l aw,  At t or ney Ger net zke shal l  engage i n t he 

pr act i ce of  l aw i n Wi sconsi n under  t he di r ect  super vi s i on of  a 

l i censed at t or ney accept abl e t o and appr oved by t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on.    

2.  Wi t hi n t en days of  t he dat e At t or ney Ger net zke r esumes 

t he pr act i ce of  l aw,  At t or ney Ger net zke shal l  pr ovi de her  

super vi s i ng at t or ney wi t h copi es of  t hi s cour t ' s  Januar y 19,  

2007,  deci s i on and i t s deci s i on i n t hi s case.    
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3.  At t or ney Ger net zke' s super vi s i ng at t or ney shal l  have 

al l  t he dut i es gener al l y hel d by a super vi s i ng at t or ney under  

SCR 20: 5. 1( b) .    

4.  At t or ney Ger net zke' s super vi s i ng at t or ney shal l  f i l e 

quar t er l y r epor t s wi t h t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on.  

5.  I f  At t or ney Ger net zke changes her  pl ace of  r esi dence 

or  empl oyment  at  any t i me dur i ng t he t hr ee- year  per i od,  she 

shal l  pr ompt l y not i f y t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on.  

6.  At t or ney Ger net zke shal l  be r esponsi bl e f or  t he t i mel y 

f i l i ng of  al l  r epor t s and not i ces and t hose r epor t s and not i ces 

shal l  be mai l ed t o t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on.    

7.  I f  At t or ney Ger net zke f ai l s t o compl y wi t h any of  t he 

f or egoi ng t er ms and condi t i ons,  her  l i cense shal l  be suspended.    

¶13 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 180 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der ,  Kr i st i n J.  Ger net zke shal l  pay t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.   I f  t he cost s 

ar e not  pai d wi t hi n t he t i me speci f i ed,  and absent  a showi ng t o 

t hi s cour t  of  her  i nabi l i t y  t o pay t he cost s wi t hi n t hat  t i me,  

t he l i cense of  Kr i st i n J.  Ger net zke t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n 

shal l  be suspended unt i l  f ur t her  or der  of  t he cour t .  
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