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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

suspended.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew t he st i pul at i on f i l ed pur suant  

t o SCR 22. 121 by t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  and 

At t or ney Gene B.  Radcl i f f e.  At t or ney Radcl i f f e admi t s t he 

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 12( 2)  pr ovi des t hat  i f  t he cour t  appr oves t he 

st i pul at i on,  i t  shal l  adopt  t he st i pul at ed f act s  and concl usi ons 
of  l aw and i mpose t he st i pul at ed di sci pl i ne.   SCR 22. 12( 3)  
pr ovi des t hat  i f  t he cour t  r ej ect s t he st i pul at i on,  a r ef er ee 
shal l  be appoi nt ed and t he mat t er  shal l  pr oceed as a compl ai nt  
f i l ed wi t hout  a st i pul at i on.  
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mi sconduct  al l eged by t he OLR and agr ees t o a 90- day suspensi on 

of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   

¶2 We adopt  t he st i pul at ed f act s and concl usi ons of  l aw.   

We agr ee t hat  At t or ney Radcl i f f e' s mi sconduct  war r ant s t he 

suspensi on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n f or  a 

per i od of  90 days.   The OLR has st at ed t hat  i t  does not  seek t o 

i mpose t he cost s  of  t hi s pr oceedi ng upon At t or ney Radcl i f f e and 

we accept  t hat  r ecommendat i on.  

¶3 At t or ney Radcl i f f e was admi t t ed t o t he pr act i ce of  l aw 

i n Wi sconsi n i n 1976.   He r ecei ved a pr i vat e r epr i mand i n 1981.    

¶4 On Jul y 22,  2008,  t he OLR f i l ed a compl ai nt  agai nst  

At t or ney Radcl i f f e al l egi ng one count  of  commi t t i ng cr i mi nal  

conduct  t hat  r ef l ect ed adver sel y  on hi s  honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness 

or  f i t ness as a l awyer  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 8. 4( b) . 2  The 

cr i mi nal  conduct  at  i ssue i nvol ved t wo separ at e i nci dent s i n 

I l l i noi s and Wi sconsi n.   I l l i noi s pol i ce conduct ed a sear ch of  

At t or ney Radcl i f f e' s vehi c l e and di scover ed mar i j uana,  dr ug 

par apher nal i a,  and hydr oponi cs suppl i es.   I l l i noi s aut hor i t i es 

t hen cont act ed Wi sconsi n aut hor i t i es who obt ai ned a war r ant  t o 

sear ch At t or ney Radcl i f f e' s Wi sconsi n home.   The Cl ar k Count y,  

Wi sconsi n,  sher i f f ' s  depar t ment  di scover ed mar i j uana pl ant s and 

suppl i es used t o gr ow mar i j uana.   On Sept ember  27,  2007,  

At t or ney Radcl i f f e pl ed gui l t y i n t he Cl ar k Count y c i r cui t  cour t  

                                                 
2 SCR 20: 8. 4( b)  st at es t hat  i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  

f or  a l awyer  t o " commi t  a cr i mi nal  act  t hat  r ef l ect s adver sel y 
on t he l awyer ' s honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness or  f i t ness as a l awyer  
i n ot her  r espect s. "  
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case t o one count  of  manuf act ur i ng a cont r ol l ed subst ance,  a 

Cl ass H f el ony.   Two r el at ed mi sdemeanor  char ges wer e di smi ssed 

on mot i on of  t he pr osecut or .    

¶5 At  sent enci ng on December  19,  2007,  At t or ney Radcl i f f e 

expr essed r emor se f or  t he hur t  and damage he caused hi s f ami l y,  

f r i ends,  t he communi t y,  and t he l egal  pr of essi on.   At t or ney 

Radcl i f f e was sent enced t o t i me ser ved ( 28 days) ,  t hr ee year s 

pr obat i on wi t h t he possi bi l i t y  of  ear l y di schar ge,  and 100 hour s 

of  communi t y ser vi ce.   The cour t  i mposed ot her  condi t i ons as 

wel l ,  i ncl udi ng suspensi on of  hi s dr i ver ' s l i cense,  dr ug 

t r eat ment ,  and psychol ogi cal  counsel i ng.    

¶6 The st i pul at i on,  t oget her  wi t h a memor andum i n suppor t  

of  t he st i pul at i on,  was f i l ed wi t h t he cour t  on August  14,  2008.    

¶7 The memor andum pr ovi des t hat  t he par t i es di d not  

engage i n pl ea bar gai ni ng and t hat  At t or ney Radcl i f f e 

vol unt ar i l y  st i pul at ed t o t he char ged mi sconduct ,  and t hat  t he 

par t i es agr eed a 90- day suspensi on was appr opr i at e di sci pl i ne 

f or  t he mi sconduct .   

¶8 The memor andum di scusses t he pr oposed l engt h of  

suspensi on i n consi der abl e det ai l ,  not i ng t hat  at t or ney 

mi sconduct  cases i nvol v i ng dr ugs have r esul t ed i n a wi de ar r ay 

of  di sposi t i ons.   The memor andum ci t es cases i mposi ng sanct i ons 

r angi ng f r om a pr i vat e r epr i mand t o suspensi ons of  t wo year s.  

See e. g. ,  I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Penn,  201 

Wi s.  2d 405,  548 N. W. 2d 526 ( 1996) .   The st i pul at i on expl ai ns 

t hat  t he pr ecedent  est abl i shed by a case i n whi ch an at t or ney 

r ecei ved a 90- day suspensi on r epr esent ed t he most  appr opr i at e 
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r esul t  f or  OLR t o seek i n t he i nst ant  mat t er .   See I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Smi t h,  183 Wi s.  2d 721,  515 

N. W. 2d 711 ( 1994) .   The OLR not ed t hat  i t  consi der ed t he pr i or  

di sci pl i ne——al bei t  r emot e i n t i me——as an aggr avat i ng f act or ,  as 

wel l  as t he f act  t her e was mor e t han a s i ngl e event .   The OLR 

al so not ed t hat  At t or ney Radcl i f f e i s wel l  known i n hi s 

communi t y such t hat  hi s mi sconduct  " had t he pot ent i al  t o cast  

t he l egal  pr of essi on i nt o consi der abl e di sr eput e. "   However ,  t he 

OLR emphasi zed t he sanct i ons r ecei ved i n t he cr i mi nal  cour t ,  

At t or ney Radcl i f f e' s " f ul l  cooper at i on"  as wel l  as hi s " deep 

r egr et  and r emor se,  i ncl udi ng hi s publ i c l y apol ogi z i ng f or  hi s  

behavi or . "    

¶9 We adopt  t he st i pul at i on and t he st i pul at ed f act s and 

concl usi ons of  l aw,  and i mpose t he st i pul at ed di sci pl i ne.   We 

agr ee t he ser i ousness of  t he mi sconduct  war r ant s t he suspensi on 

of  At t or ney Radcl i f f e' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw f or  90 days.   I n 

v i ew of  t he st i pul at i on,  t he OLR does not  seek cost s.   Cost s of  

t hi s pr oceedi ng wi l l  not  be i mposed.  

¶10 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  Gene B.  Radcl i f f e t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s suspended f or  a per i od of  90 days,  

ef f ect i ve Januar y 19,  2009.  

¶11 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat ,  t o t he ext ent  he has not  

yet  done so,  At t or ney Radcl i f f e compl y wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  

SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  a per son whose l i cense t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n has been suspended.  
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