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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.    Reinstatement granted 

upon conditions.   

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew a r epor t  f i l ed by r ef er ee 

James J.  Wi ni ar ski  r ecommendi ng t hat  t he cour t  r ei nst at e,  wi t h 

condi t i ons,  t he l i cense of  St ephen M.  Compt on t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n.   Af t er  car ef ul  r evi ew of  t he mat t er ,  we agr ee t hat  

At t or ney Compt on' s l i cense shoul d be r ei nst at ed and t hat  

condi t i ons shoul d be pl aced upon hi s r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce 

of  l aw.   We al so agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee t hat  At t or ney Compt on 
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shoul d be r equi r ed t o pay t he cost s of  t hi s  r ei nst at ement  

pr oceedi ng,  whi ch ar e $4, 373. 03 as of  Mar ch 11,  2013.  

¶2 At t or ney Compt on was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1992.   He r esi des i n Waukesha Count y.   I n 2002,  he 

was publ i c l y r epr i manded f or  f al sel y r ecor di ng t he t i me he 

wor ked on a cont i ngency f ee case.   Publ i c Repr i mand of  

St ephen M.  Compt on,  No.  2002- 6.   I n 2008,  At t or ney Compt on' s 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw was suspended f or  60 days f or  mi sconduct  

r el at ed t o f ai l i ng t o super vi se an i nmat e per f or mi ng l egal  wor k 

f or  hi m and f al sel y bi l l i ng t he st at e publ i c def ender  f or  wor k 

per f or med by t hat  i nmat e.   I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Compt on,  2008 WI  3,  306 Wi s.  2d 280,  744 N. W. 2d 78.  

¶3 I n 2009,  At t or ney Compt on was char ged wi t h f el ony 

cr i mi nal  conduct  i n Wal wor t h Count y.   He was ul t i mat el y 

convi ct ed of  possessi on of  nar cot i c dr ugs ( her oi n) ,  a Cl ass I  

f el ony,  and f el ony bai l  j umpi ng,  a Cl ass H f el ony.   Two 

addi t i onal  mi sdemeanor  cr i mi nal  char ges f or  possessi on of  

cocai ne and possessi on of  dr ug par apher nal i a wer e di smi ssed but  

r ead i n.  

¶4 On Mar ch 3,  2010,  t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on 

( OLR)  f i l ed a mot i on seeki ng t he summar y suspensi on of  At t or ney 

Compt on' s l aw l i cense based on t he cr i mi nal  convi ct i ons.   

At t or ney Compt on di d not  cont est  t he mot i on,  and t hi s cour t  

summar i l y suspended hi s l aw l i cense on Mar ch 16,  2010.  

¶5 I n May of  2010,  t he OLR f i l ed a di sci pl i nar y compl ai nt  

al l egi ng At t or ney Compt on' s cr i mi nal  conduct  and seeki ng a t wo-

year  l i cense suspensi on.   At t or ney Compt on st i pul at ed t o t he 
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f act s,  mi sconduct ,  and sanct i on.   On Sept ember  8,  2010,  t hi s 

cour t  suspended At t or ney Compt on' s l aw l i cense f or  a per i od of  

t wo year s,  r et r oact i ve t o Mar ch 16,  2010,  t he dat e of  t he 

summar y suspensi on.   I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  

Compt on,  2010 WI  112,  329 Wi s.  2d 318,  787 N. W. 2d 831.  

¶6 At t or ney Compt on f i l ed a pet i t i on f or  t he 

r ei nst at ement  of  hi s l aw l i cense on Mar ch 12,  2012.   The OLR 

f i l ed i t s r esponse t o t he pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  on 

November  2,  2012,  and di d not  oppose t he pet i t i on.   A publ i c 

hear i ng on t he r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on was hel d on December  18,  

2012.   The r ef er ee f i l ed hi s  r epor t  and r ecommendat i on on 

Febr uar y 19,  2013.  

¶7 Supr eme Cour t  Rul e 22. 31( 1) 1 pr ovi des t he st andar ds t o 

be met  f or  r ei nst at ement .   Speci f i cal l y,  t he pet i t i oner  must  

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 31( 1)  st at es:  

The pet i t i oner  has t he bur den of  demonst r at i ng,  
by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng evi dence,  al l  
of  t he f ol l owi ng:  

( a)  That  he or  she has t he mor al  char act er  t o 
pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.  

( b)  That  hi s or  her  r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  
l aw wi l l  not  be det r i ment al  t o t he admi ni st r at i on of  
j ust i ce or  subver si ve of  t he publ i c i nt er est .  

( c)  That  hi s or  her  r epr esent at i ons i n t he 
pet i t i on,  i ncl udi ng t he r epr esent at i ons r equi r ed by 
SCR 22. 29( 4) ( a)  t o [ ( 4m) ]  and 22. 29( 5) ,  ar e 
subst ant i at ed.  

( d)  That  he or  she has compl i ed f ul l y wi t h t he 
t er ms of  t he or der  of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on and 
wi t h t he r equi r ement s of  SCR 22. 26.  
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show by cl ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng evi dence t hat  he or  

she has t he mor al  char act er  t o pr act i ce l aw,  t hat  hi s or  her  

r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  l aw wi l l  not  be det r i ment al  t o t he 

admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce or  subver si ve of  t he publ i c i nt er est ,  

and t hat  he or  she has compl i ed wi t h SCR 22. 26 and t he t er ms of  

t he or der  of  suspensi on.   I n addi t i on t o t hese r equi r ement s,  

SCRs 22. 29( 4) ( a) - ( 4m) 2 pr ovi de addi t i onal  r equi r ement s t hat  a 

                                                 
2 SCR 22. 29( 4) ( a)  t hr ough ( 4m)  pr ovi des t hat  a pet i t i on f or  

r ei nst at ement  shal l  show al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng:  

( a)  The pet i t i oner  desi r es t o have t he 
pet i t i oner ' s l i cense r ei nst at ed.  

( b)  The pet i t i oner  has not  pr act i ced l aw dur i ng 
t he per i od of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on.  

( c)  The pet i t i oner  has compl i ed f ul l y wi t h t he 
t er ms of  t he or der  of  suspensi on or  r evocat i on and 
wi l l  cont i nue t o compl y wi t h t hem unt i l  t he 
pet i t i oner ' s l i cense i s r ei nst at ed.  

( d)  The pet i t i oner  has mai nt ai ned compet ence and 
l ear ni ng i n t he l aw by at t endance at  i dent i f i ed 
educat i onal  act i v i t i es.  

( e)  The pet i t i oner ' s conduct  s i nce t he suspensi on 
or  r evocat i on has been exempl ar y and above r epr oach.  

( f )  The pet i t i oner  has a pr oper  under st andi ng of  
and at t i t ude t owar d t he st andar ds t hat  ar e i mposed 
upon member s of  t he bar  and wi l l  act  i n conf or mi t y 
wi t h t he st andar ds.  

( g)  The pet i t i oner  can saf el y be r ecommended t o 
t he l egal  pr of essi on,  t he cour t s and t he publ i c as a 
per son f i t  t o be consul t ed by ot her s and t o r epr esent  
t hem and ot her wi se act  i n mat t er s of  t r ust  and 
conf i dence and i n gener al  t o ai d i n t he admi ni st r at i on 
of  j ust i ce as a member  of  t he bar  and as an of f i cer  of  
t he cour t s.  
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pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  must  show.   Al l  of  t hese addi t i onal  

r equi r ement s ar e ef f ect i vel y i ncor por at ed i nt o SCR 22. 31( 1) .  

¶8 When we r evi ew a r ef er ee' s r epor t  and r ecommendat i on,  

we wi l l  adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  unl ess t hey ar e 

c l ear l y er r oneous.   Concl usi ons of  l aw ar e r evi ewed de novo.   

See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Ei senber g,  2004 WI  

14,  ¶5,  269 Wi s.  2d 43,  675 N. W. 2d 747.  

¶9 We concl ude t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs suppor t  a 

det er mi nat i on t hat  At t or ney Compt on has met  hi s bur den t o 

est abl i sh by c l ear ,  convi nci ng,  and sat i sf act or y evi dence t hat  

he has met  al l  of  t he st andar ds r equi r ed f or  r ei nst at ement .  

¶10 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  dur i ng t he t er m of  hi s 

suspensi on,  At t or ney Compt on has not  pr act i ced l aw and has 

wor ked pr i mar i l y  as a l andscaper .   The r ef er ee f ound t hat  

At t or ney Compt on has f ul l y compl i ed wi t h t he t er ms of  t he or der  

of  suspensi on and t hat  he was not  r equi r ed t o make any 

                                                                                                                                                             
( h)  The pet i t i oner  has f ul l y compl i ed wi t h t he 

r equi r ement s set  f or t h i n SCR 22. 26.  

( j )  The pet i t i oner ' s pr oposed use of  t he l i cense 
i f  r ei nst at ed.  

( k)  A f ul l  descr i pt i on of  al l  of  t he pet i t i oner ' s 
busi ness act i v i t i es dur i ng t he per i od of  suspensi on or  
r evocat i on.  

( 4m)  The pet i t i oner  has made r est i t ut i on t o or  
set t l ed al l  c l ai ms of  per sons i nj ur ed or  har med by 
pet i t i oner ' s mi sconduct ,  i ncl udi ng r ei mbur sement  t o 
t he Wi sconsi n l awyer s '  f und f or  c l i ent  pr ot ect i on f or  
al l  payment s made f r om t hat  f und,  or ,  i f  not ,  t he 
pet i t i oner ' s expl anat i on of  t he f ai l ur e or  i nabi l i t y  
t o do so.  



No.  2010AP1118- D   

 

6 
 

r est i t ut i on or  set t l e any cl ai ms caused by hi s mi sconduct .   The 

r ef er ee f ound t hat  At t or ney Compt on has mai nt ai ned compet ence 

and l ear ni ng i n t he l aw by at t endi ng var i ous educat i onal  

act i v i t i es.   The r ef er ee al so f ound t hat  At t or ney Compt on' s 

conduct  s i nce t he t i me of  t he suspensi on has been exempl ar y and 

above r epr oach.    

¶11 The r ef er ee f ound t hat  At t or ney Compt on has a pr oper  

under st andi ng of  and at t i t ude t owar d t he st andar ds t hat  ar e 

i mposed upon member s of  t he bar  and wi l l  act  i n conf or mi t y wi t h 

t hose st andar ds.   The r ef er ee f ound t hat  At t or ney Compt on can 

saf el y be r ecommended t o t he l egal  pr of essi on,  t he cour t s,  and 

t he publ i c as a per son f i t  t o be consul t ed by ot her s and t o 

r epr esent  t hem and ot her wi se act  i n mat t er s of  t r ust  and 

conf i dence and i n gener al  t o ai d i n t he admi ni st r at i on of  

j ust i ce as a member  of  t he bar  and as an of f i cer  of  t he cour t s.   

The r ef er ee not ed t hat  i f  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i s 

r ei nst at ed,  At t or ney Compt on i nt ends t o engage i n t he gener al  

pr act i ce of  l aw,  pr obabl y as a sol e pr act i t i oner .  

¶12 The r ef er ee f ound t hat ,  accor di ng t o st at ement s 

At t or ney Compt on made t o Wal wor t h Count y sher i f f ' s  deput i es at  

t he t i me of  hi s 2009 ar r est ,  At t or ney Compt on began usi ng 

i l l egal  dr ugs ar ound 2006,  and he admi t t ed bei ng " coked up"  

whi l e handl i ng l egal  cases i n cour t .   The r ef er ee not ed t hat  

Deput y Ser geant  Pat ek of  t he Wal wor t h Count y Sher i f f ' s  

Depar t ment  t est i f i ed at  t he r ei nst at ement  hear i ng t hat  At t or ney 

Compt on' s conduct  bef or e hi s ar r est  i ncl uded possessi on and 

del i ver y of  bot h her oi n and cocai ne.   Deput y Sher i f f  Long of  t he 
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Wal wor t h Count y Sher i f f ' s  Depar t ment  t est i f i ed t hat  At t or ney 

Compt on' s conduct  bef or e hi s ar r est  had a maj or  i mpact  on a 

woman who was a s i gni f i cant  per son i n At t or ney Compt on' s l i f e,  

and t he woman ul t i mat el y l ost  her  t eachi ng l i cense as a r esul t  

of  dr ug conduct  and her  r el at i onshi p wi t h At t or ney Compt on.   

Deput y Sher i f f  Long descr i bed At t or ney Compt on as a " gr eat  

per son"  and " a ver y smar t  at t or ney. "  

¶13 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  Li nda Al ber t ,  manager  of  t he 

Wi sconsi n Lawyer s Assi st ance Pr ogr am ( Wi sLAP)  wor ked wi t h 

At t or ney Compt on begi nni ng on Oct ober  26,  2009,  when he 

i ni t i al l y  vol unt eer ed f or  one year  of  moni t or i ng f ol l owi ng hi s  

ar r est .   At t or ney Compt on subsequent l y vol unt eer ed f or  an 

addi t i onal  f our  year s of  moni t or i ng.   Ms.  Al ber t  t est i f i ed t hat  

At t or ney Compt on,  wi t hout  hesi t at i on,  has pr ovi ded access t o al l  

of  hi s t r eat ment  pr ovi der s,  pr obat i on of f i cer s,  and t he OLR,  and 

t hat  he has demonst r at ed honest y and i nt egr i t y t hr oughout  t he 

moni t or i ng pr ocess.   Ms.  Al ber t  opi ned t hat  At t or ney Compt on has 

done an exempl ar y j ob of  f ul f i l l i ng hi s moni t or i ng cont r act  and 

has excel l ed i n consi st ent l y meet i ng t he condi t i ons set  f or  hi m.  

¶14 Ms.  Al ber t  t est i f i ed At t or ney Compt on has a l ow r i sk 

of  r el apsi ng gi ven t he ext ended per i od of  t i me he has been f r ee 

of  dr ugs and al cohol .   Ms.  Al ber t  opi ned t hat  At t or ney Compt on 

i s " no l onger  i mpai r ed by hi s di sease and i s f i t  t o pr act i ce. "   

She r ecommended t hat  At t or ney Compt on compl et e hi s cont r act  f or  

f i ve year s of  moni t or i ng,  whi ch i s schedul ed t o end on 

Oct ober  1,  2014.   Ms.  Al ber t  t est i f i ed t hat  af t er  f i ve year s of  

bei ng al cohol  and dr ug f r ee,  a per son' s r el apse r at e 
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st at i st i cal l y i s  appr oxi mat el y 14 per cent ,  and she sai d t hat  

r at e does not  s i gni f i cant l y dr op wi t h l onger  abst i nence.  

¶15 Ms.  Al ber t  t est i f i ed she coul d not  t hi nk of  a s i ngl e 

addi t i onal  t hi ng At t or ney Compt on coul d have done dur i ng hi s 

moni t or i ng t o hel p wi t h hi s r ehabi l i t at i on,  and she sai d he di d 

ever yt hi ng he was asked t o do and t her e wer e no f ai l ur es on hi s 

par t  dur i ng hi s moni t or i ng.   Whi l e Ms.  Al ber t  does not  bel i eve 

At t or ney Compt on r equi r es moni t or i ng beyond Oct ober  1,  2014,  she 

agr ees t hat  i f  he i s r ei nst at ed,  t he publ i c woul d be bet t er  

pr ot ect ed i f  hi s moni t or i ng wer e t o cont i nue past  t hat  dat e.  

¶16 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  At t or ney Compt on successf ul l y 

compl et ed r esi dent i al  t r eat ment  at  a hospi t al .   He has 

successf ul l y passed al l  r equi r ed r andom dr ug and al cohol  t est s,  

compl et ed al l  r equi r ed cont act s wi t h hi s moni t or ,  and compl et ed 

and document ed al l  r equi r ed communi t y suppor t  gr oups and 

out pat i ent  t r eat ment .   The r ef er ee al so not ed t hat  as of  

December  18,  2012,  At t or ney Compt on successf ul l y met  al l  

r equi r ement s t o be di schar ged f r om pr obat i on whi ch r esul t ed f r om 

hi s cr i mi nal  convi ct i ons.  

¶17 The r ef er ee not ed t hat  s i nce t he t i me of  hi s ar r est ,  

At t or ney Compt on l ost  hi s mar r i age,  became est r anged f r om hi s 

chi l dr en f or  a per i od of  t i me,  l ost  t he t r ust  and conf i dence of  

t he l awyer s he used t o wor k wi t h,  went  t hr ough bankr upt cy,  and 

l ost  subst ant i al  i nvest ment s and asset s.   The r ef er ee not ed t hat  

sever al  l awyer s who t est i f i ed at  t he hear i ng on t he 

r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on sai d t hey wat ched At t or ney Compt on l ose 

ever yt hi ng t hat  was i mpor t ant  t o hi m and t hat  he hi t  " t he ver y 
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bot t om. "   However ,  t hose l awyer s al so sai d t hey have wat ched 

At t or ney Compt on sl owl y r ecover  and r eest abl i sh st r ong 

r el at i onshi ps wi t h hi s chi l dr en and hi s communi t y.   Those 

l awyer s bel i eve At t or ney Compt on' s j our ney t hr ough 

r ehabi l i t at i on has been r emar kabl e and t hat  he i s agai n f i t  t o 

pr act i ce l aw.  

¶18 Bot h Deput y Ser geant  Pat ek and Deput y Sher i f f  Long 

r ecogni ze At t or ney Compt on' s successf ul  r ehabi l i t at i on t o dat e,  

but  bot h men bel i eve t he per i od of  At t or ney Compt on' s suspensi on 

has not  been suf f i c i ent ,  gi ven t he ser i ousness of  hi s cr i mi nal  

conduct .   Bot h bel i eve t hat  mor e t i me i s needed bef or e At t or ney 

Compt on i s r ei nst at ed t o t he pr act i ce of  l aw.  

¶19 Whi l e t he r ef er ee sai d t he ser i ousness of  At t or ney 

Compt on' s conduct  cannot  be over st at ed,  t he r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat  s i nce hi s 2009 ar r est ,  At t or ney Compt on has done ever yt hi ng 

concei vabl e t o t ur n hi s l i f e ar ound and begi n t he l i f e- l ong 

pr ocess of  r ehabi l i t at i on.   The r ef er ee expl ai ned:  

Compt on has not  under t aken t he l ong and ar duous 
r ehabi l i t at i on pr ocess f or  pur poses of  f ool i ng t he 
syst em i nt o gi v i ng back hi s l i cense,  but  r at her  wi t h 
t he det er mi ned goal  of  t r ut hf ul l y t ur ni ng hi s l i f e 
ar ound and agai n becomi ng a pr oduct i ve and meani ngf ul  
member  of  soci et y.  .  .  .   

Compt on wi l l i ngl y accept ed al l  t r eat ment ,  
suggest i ons[ , ]  and moni t or i ng.   He has genui nel y 
i mpr essed ever y i ndi v i dual  he has wor ked wi t h dur i ng 
hi s year s of  moni t or i ng and r ehabi l i t at i on.  .  .  .   

My per sonal  obser vat i ons dur i ng t he cour se of  t he 
hear i ng concur  wi t h t he obser vat i ons of  ever ybody who 
has wor ked wi t h Compt on si nce 2009.   Compt on i s a man 
humbl ed by hi s gr eat  and numer ous er r or s.   For  a 
whi l e,  he l ost  ever yt hi ng t hat  meant  anyt hi ng t o hi m 
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i n hi s l i f e.   I  am qui t e sat i sf i ed t hat  Compt on i s 
most  s i ncer e i n hi s ef f or t s t o r ehabi l i t at e hi msel f .   
I  bel i eve Compt on r ecogni zes t hat  even i f  he never  
pr act i ced l aw agai n,  he woul d make t he same ef f or t s 
t owar d r ehabi l i t at i on t hat  he has made si nce 2009.  

The r ecor d shows t hat  Compt on never  t r i ed t o avoi d,  
evade[ , ]  or  bl ame ot her s f or  hi s i nappr opr i at e 
conduct .   He does not  l i e about  or  cover  up what  he 
di d.   Hi s appr oach has been t o " bar e hi s soul , "  ask 
f or  hel p,  and do what ever  i t  t akes t o t ur n hi s l i f e 
ar ound.  

I  speci f i cal l y asked Li nda Al ber t  of  Wi sLAP whet her  
t her e was anyt hi ng Compt on f ai l ed t o do or  anyt hi ng 
mor e he coul d have done as par t  of  hi s moni t or i ng 
pr ogr am.   Li nda Al ber t  was qui ck t o r epl y t hat  t her e 
was not hi ng mor e t he moni t or i ng pr ogr am coul d ask of  
Compt on t hat  he has not  al r eady done.   Si mpl y  put ,  
Compt on' s s i ncer e ef f or t s at  r ehabi l i t at i on have been 
out st andi ng and above quest i on.  

¶20 I n spi t e of  At t or ney Compt on' s r emar kabl e ef f or t s t o 

t ur n hi s l i f e ar ound,  t he r ef er ee di d expr ess some concer n about  

t he possi bi l i t y  of  r el apse.   Al t hough Ms.  Al ber t  put  t he r i sk  of  

a r el apse at  appr oxi mat el y 14 per cent  f or  someone who has been 

f r ee of  dr ugs and al cohol  f or  f i ve year s,  t he r ef er ee sai d when 

i t  comes t o t r ust i ng a l awyer  t o ser ve t he publ i c and t he l egal  

pr of essi on,  a 14 per cent  r el apse r at e st i l l  needs t o be 

addr essed.   For  t hat  r eason,  t he r ef er ee r ecommends t hat  

At t or ney Compt on r emai n under  c l ose moni t or i ng,  s i mi l ar  t o hi s  

cur r ent  Wi sLAP moni t or i ng,  f or  a mi ni mum of  t wo year s f r om t he 

dat e of  hi s r ei nst at ement .   The r ef er ee sai d ext endi ng t he 

moni t or i ng deadl i ne beyond t he Oct ober  1,  2014 expi r at i on of  hi s 

cur r ent  Wi sLAP moni t or i ng agr eement  wi l l  not  onl y pr ovi de 

f ur t her  suppor t  f or  At t or ney Compt on,  but  wi l l  al so al l ow a 

qui cker  r esponse t o any r el apse.  
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¶21 I n r esponse t o t he concer ns of  t he t wo sher i f f ' s 

deput i es t hat  At t or ney Compt on' s t er m of  suspensi on has been 

i nsuf f i c i ent  gi ven hi s cr i mi nal  convi ct i ons,  t he r ef er ee poi nt ed 

out  t hat  t hi s cour t  saw f i t  t o suspend At t or ney Compt on' s 

l i cense f or  a per i od of  t wo year s.   The r ef er ee sai d dur i ng t hat  

t wo- year  per i od,  At t or ney Compt on has done ever yt hi ng possi bl e 

t o r ehabi l i t at e hi msel f ;  he appear s r ehabi l i t at ed;  and exper t  

t est i mony shows t her e i s ver y l i t t l e mor e t hat  can be done f or  

hi m.   The r ef er ee sai d t o deny r ei nst at ement  on t he basi s t hat  a 

t wo- year  suspensi on was not  l ong enough woul d be second guessi ng 

t hi s cour t ' s  choi ce of  t he appr opr i at e per i od of  suspensi on and 

woul d al so be i gnor i ng At t or ney Compt on' s near l y per f ect  r ecor d 

at  r ehabi l i t at i on up t o t hi s t i me.  

¶22 Thi s cour t  has car ef ul l y eval uat ed whet her  At t or ney 

Compt on has i ndeed met  t he r equi r ement s f or  t he r ei nst at ement  of  

hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n,  and we concl ude t hat  

he has.   The behavi or  t hat  l ed t o hi s 2010 suspensi on was ver y 

ser i ous.   However ,  At t or ney Compt on acknowl edged t he 

wr ongf ul ness of  hi s conduct ,  vol unt ar i l y  ent er ed i nt o a 

r ehabi l i t at i on pr ogr am,  and,  accor di ng t o ever yone who t est i f i ed 

at  t he hear i ng on t he r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on,  he has i n f act  

t ur ned hi s l i f e ar ound and i s r eady t o r esume t he pr act i ce of  

l aw.   We agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee t hat  At t or ney Compt on has met  

hi s bur den of  pr oof  wi t h r espect  t o al l  el ement s needed t o 

j ust i f y hi s r ei nst at ement .   We st r ess t hat  we expect  t he 

exempl ar y behavi or  whi ch At t or ney Compt on has exhi bi t ed dur i ng 
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t he per i od of  hi s suspensi on t o cont i nue once he r esumes t he 

pr act i ce of  l aw.  

¶23 We shar e t he r ef er ee' s concer n about  maki ng ever y 

r easonabl e ef f or t  t o ensur e t hat  At t or ney Compt on does not  

r el apse.   For  t hat  r eason we agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee t hat  

At t or ney Compt on shoul d cont i nue t o par t i c i pat e i n a moni t or i ng 

pr ogr am f or  a per i od of  t wo year s f r om t he dat e of  hi s 

r ei nst at ement .   We al so agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee t hat  At t or ney 

Compt on shoul d pay t he f ul l  cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.  

¶24 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  St ephen M.  Compt on 

t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s r ei nst at ed ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  

t hi s or der .  

¶25 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat ,  as a condi t i on of  t he 

r ei nst at ement  of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n,  

St ephen M.  Compt on shal l  cont i nue t o par t i c i pat e i n a Wi sLAP 

moni t or i ng pr ogr am and he shal l  compl y wi t h al l  condi t i ons 

i mposed as par t  of  t hat  pr ogr am f or  a per i od of  t wo year s f r om 

t he dat e of  t hi s or der .  

¶26 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 60 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der ,  St ephen M.  Compt on shal l  pay t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng,  whi ch ar e 

$4, 373. 03.  

¶27 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  compl i ance wi t h al l  of  t he 

t er ms of  t hi s or der  r emai ns a condi t i on of  St ephen M.  Compt on' s 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 


	CaseNumber
	AddtlCap

		2013-05-17T08:03:29-0500
	CCAP




